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STAMP ACT TIMES. 


We copy from “ Prior Documents,” the following pa- 
pers relating to the Stamp Actin 1765. They are pub- 
lished not with a view to revive the feelings, but to ex- 
hibit the spirit of that time, and as being intimately con- 
nected with the revolutionary history of the state; to 
which, in the course of this work, the attention of the 
reader will be frequently directed. The sketch of his- 
tory, which precedes these documents, appears suffi- 
ciently full and connected without further additions. 


‘‘The dispute between Great Britain and America 
commenced in the year 1764, with an attempt to pre- 
vent smuggling. There are some persons who appre- 
hend the seeds of it weré sown much earlier.’ 

In 1764, the British ministry having come to a reso- 
luticn, to prevent, as much as possible, the practice of 
smuggling, not only the commanders of the armed cut- 
ters stationed on the British coast, but of the ships sent 
to America, were ordered to act in the capacity of reve- 
nue officers, to take the usual custom-house oaths, and 
observe the custom-house regulations; by which that en- 
terprising spirit of theirs, which had been lately, with 
great success, exerted against the common enemy, was 
now directed and encotraged against the subject. Trade 
was injured by this measure. The gentlemen of the 
navy were not acquainted with custom-house laws, and 
therefore many illegal seizures were made: The sub- 
ject in America could get no redress but from England, 
which was tedious and difficult to obtain. 

A trade had for many years been carried on between 
the British and Spanish colonies, consisting of the manu- 
factures of Great Britain, imported by the British colo- 
nies for their own consumption, and bought with their 
own produce; for which they were paid by the Spa- 
niards in gold and silver, sometimes in bullion and some- 
times in coin, and with cochineal, &c. occasionally. 
This trade was not literally and strictly according to 
law, yet the advantage of it being obviously on the side 
of Great Britain and her colonies, it had been connived 
at. But the armed ships, under the new regulations, 
seized the vessels; and this beneficial traffic was sudden- 
ly almost destroyéd. Another trade had been carried 
on between the North American colonies and the French 
West India islands, to the great advantage of both, as 
well as to the mother country. These matters had been 
winked at many years, in Consideration of the quantity 


of manufactures our North American colonies were’ 


thereby enabled to take from us. This advantageous 
commerce not only prevented the British colonies being 
drained of their current specie by the calls of the mo- 
ther country, but added to theit common circulation of 
cash; which increased in proportion with the trade. But 
this trade being also cut off by the cruisers, all America 
became uneasy. 

On the 10th of March 1764, the House of Commons 
agreed to a number of resolutions respecting the Ame- 
rican trade; upon a number of which, a bill was brought 
in, and passed into a law, laying heavy duties on the ar- 
ticles imported into the colonies from the French, and 
other islands in the West Indies, and ordering those du- 
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| ties to be paid, in specie, into the exchequer of Great 


Britain. As to the Spanish trade, the court of Madrid 
had always been against it; and in complaisance to that 
court, as well as in compliance to the old law, and trea- 
ties with Spain, it continued to be prevented as much 
as possible. 

The Americatis complained much of this new law; 
and of the unexampled hardship, of first being deprived 
of obtaining specie, and next being ordefed to pay 
the new duties in specie, into the treasury at London; 
which, they said, must speedily drain them of all the 
specie they had. But what seemed more particularly 
hard upon them, was a bill brought in the same session, 
and passed into a law, ‘ To restrain the currency of pa 
per money in the colonies.’ 


At the same time, (March 10, 1764) the House of 
Commons resolved, that it was proper to charge certain 
stamp duties in the colonies and plantations. 

In the spring of 1765, the American agents in London 
were informed by administration, That if the colonies 
would propose any other mode of raising the sum in- 
tended to be raised by stamp duties, their proposal 
would be accepted, and the stamp duty laid aside. The 
agents said they were not authorized to give any an- 
swer, but that they were ordered to oppose the bill 
when it should be brought into the house, by petitions 
questioning the right claimed by parliament of taxing 
the colonies. 

The bill laying a stamp duty in Ameriea, passed in 
March 1765. 

The Stamp Act was printed and cried about the 
streets at New York, by the title of T'he Folly of Eng- 
land and Ruin of America. On the 14th of April, the 
guns at Philadelphia, were discovered to be all spiked 
up, and on looking at those of the barracks, they were 
found to be served in the same manner, to the great 
surprise and uneasiness of the inhabitants. 


About the beginning of August the colonists began 
seriously to think of the steps they were totake. <A 
General Congress of representatives of all the colonies, 
was agreed on, to meet at New York. 

On the 10th of September, the assembly of Philadel- 
phia, having appointed a committee to attend at the Ge 
neral Congress at New York, a letter from the speaker 
of the Massachusetts assembly was read, and the house 
came to the following resolutions on the questions: 

First, Whether the liouse are of opinion, that, in duty 
to their constituents, they ought to remonstrate to the 
crown against the stamp act, and other late acts of par- 
liament, by which heavy burdens have been laid on the 
colonies. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 


Secondly; Whether this house will appoint a commit- 
tee of three or more of their members, to attend the 
congress proposed in the foregoing letter; to be held at 
New York on the first of October next, for the purposes 
therein mentioned. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

In Philadelphia, the house of assembly met on the 
21st of September, and came to the following resolu- 
tions: 

** The house taking into consideration, that an act of 
parliament has lately passed in England, for imposing 
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certain stamp duties, and other duties on his Majesty’s 
subjects in America, whereby they conceive some of 
their most essential and valuable rights, as British sub- 
jects, to be deeply affected, think it a duty they owe to 
themselves and their posterity, to come to the following 
resolutions; viz. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the assemblies of this pro- 
vince have, from time to time, whenever requisitions 
have been made by his Majesty, for carrying on military 
operations for the defence of America, most cheerfully 
and liberally contributed their full proportion of men 
and money for those services. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That whenever his Majesty’s ser- 
vice shall, for the future, require the aids of the inhabi- 
tants of this province, and they shall be called upon for 
that purpost, in a constitutional way, it will be their in- 
dispensable duty most cheerfully and liberally to grant 
to his Majesty their proportion of men and money, for 
the defence, security, and other public services of the 
British North American Colonies. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince are entitled to all the rights and privileges of his 
Majesty’s subjects in Great Britain, or elewherc; and 
that the constitution of government in this province is 
founded on the natural rights of mankind, and the noble 
principles of English liberty, and therefore is, or ought 
to be, perfectly free. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That it is the inherent birth- 
right, and indubitable privileges of every British sub- 
ject, to be taxed only by his own consent, or that of his 
legal representatives, in conjunction with his Majesty, 
or his substitutes. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the only legal representa- 
tives of the inhabitants of this province, are the persons 
they annually elect to serve as members of assembly. 

Resolved therefore, N. C. D. That the taxation of the 
people of this province, by any other persons whatso- 
ever than such their representatives in assembly, is un- 
constitutional, and subversive of their most valuable 
rights. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the laying taxes upon the in- 
habitants of this province in any other manner, being 
manifestly subversive of public liberty, must of necessary 
consequence, be utterly destructive of public happiness 

Resolved, N. C. D. That the vesting an authority in 
the courts of admiralty to decide in suits relating to the 
stamp duties, and other matters, foreign to their proper | 
jurisdiction, is highly dangerous to the liberties of his 
Majesty’s American subjects, contrary to Magna Charta, 
the great charter and fountain of English liberty, and 


destructive of one of théir most darling and acknowledged | 


rights, that of trials by juries. 

Resolved, N. C. D. That it is the opinion of this house 
that the restraints imposed by several acts of parliament 
on the trade of this province, at a time when the people 
Jabour under an enormeus load of debt, must of necessi- 
ty be attended with the most fatal consequences, not 
only to this province, but to the trade of the mother 
country. 


Resolved, N. C. D: That this house think it their du- 


ty thus firmly to assert, with modesty and decency, their | 


inherent rights, that their posterity may learn and know, 
that it was not with their consentand acquiescence, that 
any taxes should be levied,on them by any persons but 
their own representatives; and are desirous that these 
their resolvés should remain on their minutesjas a testi- 
mony of the zeal and ardent desire of the present house 
of assembly to preserve their inestimable rights, which, 
as Englishmen, they have possessed ever since this pro- 
vince was settled, and to trahsmit them to théir latest 
posterity.” : 

On the Sth of October the stamps arrived at Philadel- 
phia, the ship which brought¢them having laid some time 
at Newcastle upon Delaware, under protection ofa man 
of war. When the ships first appeared round Glouces- 
ter point, all the vessels in the harbour hoisted their co- 


lours half-staff high, the bells were muffied, and conti- 
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nued to toll until evening, and every countenance added 
to the appearance of sincere mourning. At four in the 
afternoon, several thousands of citizens met at the State 
Heuse to consult on proper measures to prevent the ex- 
ecution of the stamp act. It was agreed to send a depu- 
tation of seven persons to Mr. Hughes, the stamp-mas- 
ter for that province, (who was then sick in bed) to re- 
ov he would resign his office. He readily declared, 
that no act of his should assist the carrying of that law 
into execution, till it was generally complied with in the 
other colonies, but refused to sign any resignation. 
When this report was made by the deputies to the State 
House, the citizens were enraged to that degrce, that it 
is hard to say to what lengths their fury would have car- 
ried them, had not the deputies represented Mr. Hughes 
as at the point of death; this moved their compassion, 
and they agreed to make their demand in writing, and 
give Mr. Hughes till the Monday following to make a 
reply. And on Monday the deputies read the following 
answer aloud to all the multitude assembled: 


Philadelphia, Monday morning, 
October, 7, 1765. 

** Whereas about six o’clock, on Saturday evening 
last, a paper was sent to me, expressing, that ‘a great 
number of the citizens of Philadelphia, assembled at the 
State House, to demand of Mr. John Hughes, distributor 
of stamps for Pennsylvania, that he will give them assur- 
ance, under his hand, that he will not execute that office ; 
and expect that he will give them a fair, candid, and di- 
rect answer, by Monday next at ten o’clock, when he 
will be waited on for that purpose.” Saturday, October 
5, 1765.’ 

“*T do therefore return for answer to those gentlemen” 
and all their associates, that [ have not hitherto taken 
any step tending to put the late act of parliament mto 
execution in this province; and that I will not, either by 
myself or my deputies, do any act or thing that shall 
have the least tendency to put the said act into execu- 
tion in this province, uptil the said act shall be put into 
execution gencrally in the neighbouring colonies, and 
this I am determined to abide by. 

** And whereas my commission includes the three 
counties of New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Dela- 
ware; I do, therefore, hereby voluntarily inform the © 
good people of those counties, that no act of mine shall, 
either directly or indirectly, involve them in any difficul - 


| ties with respect to the said stamp act, before the same 


shall take place generally in the neighbouring colonies. 
JOHN HUGHES.” 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12, 1765. . 

Gentlemen—-Having been confined to my bed twen- 
ty-five days past, with a violent disorder that was ex- 
pected would have proved mortal, but thank God am 
now able to set up in bed, I shall attempt to give you a 
sketch of not only my own conduct, but also that of the 
presbyterians and proprietary party here, relative to the 
stamp office. 

In May last I received information by a letter from 
Doctor Franklin, that he had recommended me for chief 
distributor of the stamps in this province, and thus the 
matter rested, until some gentlemen to the eastward re- 
ceived their commissions, whereupon mobs arose in se- 
veral of the eastern provinces, and the officers were 
obliged to resign; but as a prelude to the destruction 
and disorder made by those mobs, the printers in each 
colony, almost without exception, stuffed their papers 
weekly, for some time before, with the most inflamma- 
tory pieces they could procure, and excluded every 
thing that tended to cool the minds of the people; these 
measures they pursued, until the presbyterians in parti- 
cular, in every colony, began to threaten the stamp offi- 
cers; and those gentry in this province, about the begin 
ning of September, began to be very noisy, and some of 
them said, I ought to resign; I gave them for answer, 
I had as yet no commission, therefore could not resign 
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what { had not. However, about the middle of Septem- 
ber, it was reported that the stamps would arrive in cap- 
tain Friend, who was then expected, and these riotous 
gentry began to threaten they would destroy the stamps 
as soon as they arrived; I therefore being desirous, or as 
far as in me lay, to preserve the stamps, wrote on the 
17th the letter (No. I.) to his honour the governor, but 
received no answer, and as the stamps did not arrive in 
captain Friend, matters rested until October the 2d, 
when I received the paper, (No. II.) being a note from 
Captain William Dovel, a tool of the party, and there- 
fore I wrote my answer (No. III.) to Mr. Dickeson, the 
owner of the ship, and on the next day wrote my letter 
(No. IV.) to his honour the governor, but received no 
answer, and here matters rested until Saturday the 5th 
of October, when I received information, that the ship 
with the stamps was come up to the town that day, and 
thata mob would be collected, by beating muffled 
drums through the street, and ringing the state-house 
and church bells muffled, which was accordingly done 
all the afternoon, but at two o’clock the post arrived 
with the mail and packet, and, among other things, my 
commission; this the party ventured to allege, because 
there was a large packet for me; accordingly the mob 
collected, chiefly presbyterians and proprietary emissa- 
, Ties, with the Chief Justice’s (Mr. William Allen) son at 

their head, animating and encouraging the lower class. 

About three o’clock the following persons, viz. James 
Tilghman, Esq. attorney at law, Messicurs Robert Mor- 
ris, Charles Thompson, Archibald M‘Call, John Cox, 
William Richards, merchants, and®Mr. William Brad- 
ford, printer, came to me on a deputation from a great 
number collected at the state-house, to request my resig- 
nation. I answered, it is true, I now have my commis- 
sion, but as two gentlemen are bound for my perform- 
ance, in the sum of £5000, I could not resign unless in- 
demnify my bail. Altercation on this subject took up 
near an hour, (low as I was) and at_last they said, all that 
was expected of me, was, that I wOuld not put the actin 
execution in the province, until his majesty’s further 
pleasure was known, or until the act should be put in 
execufion in the neighbouring colonies; to this 1 thought 
proper to signify some disposition to comply, because I 
had many,informations by my friends, that the mob in- 
tended to proceed to the last extremities, if I did not re- 


sign; upon this the deputation withdrew to consult their 


associates, and at six o’clock I received the paper, (No. 
V.) being a peremptory demand; then the matter rest- 
ed until Sunday morning, when having recovered my 
spirits a little from the fatigue of that long altercation 


aforesaid, I looked over the paper, and found it more po- 


sitive than what had been mentioned the day before, and 


therefore gent for Mr. Charles Thompson, one of the de- 


‘putation, and asked him if they were sincere the day 
before, or whether they came to wiredraw what they 
would first, and then force the rest, because, I observed, 
the paper sent me did not agree with the proposition 
made to me; he said he was sincere, and could only an- 
swer for himself: I replied, well, gentlemen, you must 
look to yourselves, for this is a high affair; he made an- 
swer, thus I do not know, but hope it will not be deem- 
edrebellion. Indeed, sir, I know no other name for it. 
Well, says I know not how it may end, for we have 
not yet determined, whether we will ever suffer the act 
to take place here or not, and took his leave. On Mon- 
day morning; at ten o’clock, the whole deputation came, 
and I offered them the paper (No. VI.) and after some 
consultation, among themselves, they objected to their 
names being inserted. I said, why sure, gentlemen, you 
have not done a thing you are ashamed to own; not in 
the least, they said, but there was no necessity for their 
names being inserted, nor would they receive that resig- 

‘ nation; whereupon, I said to Mr. Tilghman, come, sir, 
take the pen and please yourself, for I see you are de- 
termined to be arbitrary; he then took the pen, and 
formed the paper (No. VII.) and when it was transcrib- 
ing, I asked them-what they intended to do with the 
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stamps, as they assumed the supreme power in theipro- 
vince; they then looked at one another for awhile, and 
seemed somewhat confused; but, at last, Mr. Tilghman 
replied, we did not come here prepared to speak to'that 
head; then another replied, let Mr. Hughes take care of 
them. I answered, Gentlemen, that cannot be, as you 
have now fixed matters; for were I to take the stamps 
into my care, I should have your party come about my 
house, and pull it down, and destroy both me and them. 
Well, says another, let the governor take care of them; 
another then says, perhaps the governor will call upon 
Mr. Hughes to put the act in execution, and when he 
declines, the governor perhaps will appoint an officer, 
and the act may take place. Here a general pause en- 
sued, but at last one and all cried out, let us see who 
will dare put the act in execution; upon the governor’s 
appointment we will take care of that; by this time the 
paper (No, VII.) was transcribed, and after I had sign- 
ed it, they went away to proclaim it to their friends, and ° 
the next day I wrote the letter (No. VIII.) to the 
governor, and received the under-written verbal answer 
by my son. 


“My health, at this time, will not permit me to be 
more expeditious on this very extraordinary transaction; 
what I have said, is sufficient to inform you, gentlemen, 
and the lords commissioners, that unless my hands are 
strengthened, it will never be in my power to put the 
act in execution. 

‘* Perhaps their lordships, and you, gentlemen, may 
expect that the governor will exert himself on the occa- 
sion, and strengthen my hands; but this will not happen, 
for on the day that the mob were collecting, and after 
the drums began to beat, I am informed his honour left 
the city, and probably after the attorney-general, who 
is recorder of the city, left it also; whether the mayor 
and chief justice are now in the city 1 cannot say, but 
this is certain, that no one magistrate or public officer 
appeared abroad the whole day, to discourage the mob, 
cr give the least aid or protection. All, therefore, that 
T shall add on this head, is, that if ever my hands are 
strengthened, so as it will be in my power to do my du- 
ty, as chief distributor of the stamps, I shall not fail to 
comply with the duties of my office in the strictest man- 
ner, and then I hope will sufficiently save my securities 
in their lordships and your opinion, as it is now out of 


my power to discharge my duty until the face of affairs 
are changed. 


‘In paper (No. Vil.) you will observe the three 
counties upon Delaware included in my resignation, the 
reason of which was, that on Saturday the 6th of Octo- 
| ber, a friend of mine privately sent up a little boy to in- 

form me, that he had reason to believe, a mob was unit- 
ing in those counties, and would soon be up at Philadel- 
phia. This I knew would raise a second mob, and there- 
| fore I did not prevent it, and it has had the desired ef- 
| fect. 
**Tam now to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
| from the secretary of the stamp office, and also a bill of 
lading for three cases and seven packs of stamps for this 
province, exclusive of those for New Jersey and Mary- 
| ryland, but there is neither invoice, nor bills of parcels, 
| nor any account of the prices of the stampt paper, or 
parchment, isto be soldat. I have seen a printed pa- 
per, said to be the prices of the stamps, &c. but as the 
bill of lading makes me liable to the freight, I should 
be glad to know whether the freight is included in these 
printed papers, or not ; if { had received the stamps, I 
should have been at a loss on the 1st of November how 
to proceed, but as things now stand, there is time for 
my being fully informed, and especially with respect to 
the invoices or bills of parcels, without which it is im- 
possible for me toknow what lam charged with at the 
stamp office, and how far the goods received agree with 
the charge. 


‘¢T am further to inform you, that I received in the 
packet sent by your secretary, a bond, whichin his letter 
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he directed I should execute before the governor, or 
some other person of note, and send it back to the stamp 
office by the first conveyance, which i should have 
punctually complied with, had I been in health, and 
had not our over--ruling gentry, the mob, thought fit to 
direct otherwise; however,'[ have tue bondin my custo- 
dy, and whenever there is a prospect of carrying the 
act into execution, shall not fail to execute the bond, 
and transmit it to the stamp office by the first opportuni- 
ty, and also do every thing in my power faithfully to dis- 
charge my duty. 

**1 am further to inform you, gentlemen, that I am 
extremely obnoxious to the governor, and that for no 
other reason, than that I have constantly, while I have 
been in the assembly, endeavoured to promote the 


king’s interest, and given opposition to some favourite |: 


schemes that tended to retard his Majesty’s service. 

**f am also unfortunate enough to be particularly 
hateful to the chief justice, because I have charged him 
in the house of assembly with being a rebel, upon his 
saying, ‘* That if ever the government was changed, we 
should find the king’s little finger heavier than the pro- 
prietor’s loins.”” This declaration he made in the house 
of assembly more than once, and I often alleged that his 


allegation tended to alienate the affection of the subject 


from the king, and therefore was treason, and that none 
but a rebel would be guilty ofit. I also am particularly 
hateful to the proprietary party, because it was my inte- 
rest, assiduity, and influence in the house of assembly, 
that enabled the province to send home Doctor Frank- 
lin, to present our petitions for a change of government 
from proprietary to royal, which I hope is effected by 
this time. 


** Since writing the above, I am informed that Benja- 


min Shoemaker, Esq. who-is one of the people called 
quakers, also an alderman of the city, met with the 
drummers as they were alarming the city, and took 


them to task, requiring to know by what authority they 
were endeavouring to raise a mob, they answered, if he 
would go to the State House he might know; he then 
asked who ordered them to beat about the streets; they 
said they had their orders from the coffee house. (N.B, 
Kept by the before-mentioned Mr. Bradford.) Mr. Shoe- 
maker then forbid them to proceed any further, and he 
said he would go immediately to the mayor and have 
them committed; they answered, they could get the 
mayor’s order when they pleased. But Mr. Shoemaker 
could not find the Mayor nor any officer to assist him, 
and therefore was obliged to desist, lest he should draw 
the mob upon himself and family, and so have his house 
pulled down. 

‘SIf some rule and order does not take place in Ame- 
rica, Tam very sure every person who has been named 
to the stamp-office, must leave North America shortly, 
or they and their families will fall a sacrifice to the de- 
luded populace. 


**Common justice calls upon me to say, the body of 


the people called quakers, seemed disposed to pay obe- 
flience to the stamp act, and so do that part of the 
Church of England and haptists, that are not some way 
under proprietary influence. But presbyterians, and 
proprietary minions, spare no pains to engage the Dutch 
and lower class of people, and render the royal govern- 
ment odious, but at the same time profess great loyalty 
to the best of kings, and yet insinuate that his immediate 
government is intolerable. If his Majesty and his minis- 
ters knew the pains taken by the proprietary partisans 
to give a wrong bias to the minds of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects, Iam confident they would not suffer the powers 
of government to remain six months in the hands of any 
proprietor on the continent; neither ought the powers 
of government to be lodged in any private person, it 
being disadvantageous to both his Majesty’s subjects. 
“I shall conclude with the following observation, viz. 
That if Great Britain can, or will suffer such kind of 
eonduct in her colonies to pass unpunished, a man need 
wot be a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, to see clear- 
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ly, that her empire in North America is at an end; for I 
dare say the mobbing gentry will immediately proceed 
to other extravagancies, as they will begin to think their 


united power irresistible. 

** That God, of his infinite goodness may direct the 
councils and measures of his Majesty, of his ministers, 
to that which may be best for Great Britain and North 
America, is, and shall be the constant prayer of, gen- 
tlemen, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
JOHN HUGHES. 


f 


To the Commissioners 
of the Stamp office. 
No. I. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 17, 1765. 

As great riots and disturbances have happened in some 
of the neighbouring colonies, occasioned by a dislike the 
people have to the stamp act, and it being reported that 
the stampt papers, &c. for the province, may be expect- 
ed in a little time, and, as his Majesty’s revenue is deep- 
ly interested in the preservation thereof, think it my 
duty to acquaint you, that notwithstanding of any reports 
spread of my being named by the officers for this pro- 
vince, that 1 have not received either bond, commuis- 
sion, nor any other information whatsoever, of my ap- 
pointment from the stamp office, or lords of the treasu- 
ry, and therefore I can haye no pretension whatsoever 
to take charge of the paper should they arrive. This 
information I have thought necessary to give you, that you 
may take measures in the premises, as you shall think 
consistent with yourduty and judgment. I am, sir, your 
most obedient, humble servant, 

JOHN HUGHES. 

To the Hon: John Penn, Esq. 

Lieutenant Governor of 

Pennsylvania. 


No. If 
Sir, 

Mr. Dickenson is in town from London, and the ship 
Charlotte is at Newcastle, and do not chuse to bring her 
up till you give orders about the stamp papers, as she is 
a valuable ship. 

WILLIAM DOWELL. 

I pray send an answer by bearer. 

Philadelphia, 5 0’ clock, 2d of October, 1765. 


No. Ill. 

Mr. Dickenson—I received your kind notice by Mr. 
Bradford, and for answer, am to inform you, that I have 
not received from the lords of the treasury, nor from any 
other person appointed by his Majesty, any corhmission 
or public information of my being the officer gf the pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, and therefore cannot pretend to 
any right to take charge of those papers; nor should I, 
were they now at the wharf; the governor is the officer 
of the crown, whose duty it is to preserve and secure 
those papers; to him I refer you for directions how to 
proceed in the premises, and I make no doubt his ho- 
nour the governor will take care to see that the papers 
are landed in a place of security, and there kept safe 
until some person properly commissioned shall appear 
to demand them. Signed by order of my father, | 

JOHN HUGHES, jun. 
To Mr. Dickenson.—Copy of 
a letter sent by Mr. Brad- , 
ford’s son. 


No. IV. 

Sir—I enclose you a letter I received last evening 
from Mr. William Dovell, by which I understand that the 
stamped papers are arrived at Newcastle in the Char- 
lotte, that the owner of the vessel does not care to or- 


der his ship into the port while these papers are on 
board, lest some violence should be done to her; and as 
I have not the least power from the lords of his Majes- 
ty’s treasury, or any other public board, authorizing me 
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to receive them, and as his Majesty’s revenue is con- 
cerned in their preservation, I thought it my duty to 
give you the information, that you might take sach 
measures therein as your prudence should sugge-t. 
Lam, Sir, yours, 
JOHN HUGHES. 
To John Penn, Esq. 
No, Y. 

A great number of the citizens of Philadelphia assem- 
bled at the State House, do demand of Mr. John Hughes, 
distributor of stamps for Pennsylvania, that he will give 
them assurance under his hand that he will not execute 
that office, and expect a fair, candid, and direct answer 
by Monday next ten o’clock, when he will be waited on 
for that purpose. 


Saturday, Ovt. 5, 1765. 


No. VI. 
Philadelphia, Monday morning, 
October 8, 1765. 


‘Whereas, I was applied to on Saturday last, about 3 
clock in the afternoon, by the following gentlemen, 
viz..James Tilghman, Esq. attorney at law, Messrs. 
Robert Morris, Charles Thompson, Archibald M‘Call, 
John Cox, and William Richards, merchants; Mr. Wjl- 
liam Bradford, printer, who assured me they were sent 
by a great number of people then assembled at the 
State House, in order to request me to resign the stamp 
office, and after some conversation on the subject, Mr. 
Robert Morris, and some others, declared, that it was 
not expected or desired that my resignation should be 
any other than the not accepting the office, and declar- 
ing every step or measure that should tend to put the 
late stamp act into execution, until his Majesty’s fur- 
ther pleasure should be known, or until the act should 
be generally carried into execution in the neighbouring 
colonies; and if that should happen, I was then at liberty 
to do as | thought proper: and whereas about six 
o’clock the same evening, a paper was sent me by some 
of these same gentlemen, in behalf, as I understand, of 
all those collected at the State House as aforesaid, de- 
claring, that a great number of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, assembled at the State House, do demand of Mr. 
John Hughes, distributor of stamps for Pennsylvania, 
that he will give them assurance under his name, that 
he will not execute that office, and expect that he will 
give them a fair, candid and direct answer by Monday 
next at ten o’clock, when he will be waited on for that 
purpose. 


Saturday, Oct. 5, 1765. 


T do therefore return for answer to those gentlemen, 
and.all their associates, that I have not hitherto taken 
any step tending to put the late act of parliament in 
execution in this province, and that I will not either by 
myself or my deputies, do any act or thing that shall 
have the least tendency to put the said act into execu- 
tion in this province, until his Majesty’s future pleasure 
shall be known, or until the said act shall be put in exe- 
cution in the neighbouring colonies, and this I am de- 
termined to abide by, unless either the governor or 
commander in chief of this province for the time being, 
shall call upon me to ex: cute the said act. 

And whereas my commission includes the three coun- 
ties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Delaware; | 
do therefore hereby voluntarily inform the good people 
of those counties, that no act of mine shall either direct- 
ly or indirectly involve them into any difficulties with 
respect tothe said stamp act, before the same shall take 
place in the neighbouring colonies, or until his Majesty’s 
future pleasure shall be known, or until the governor 











No. VII. 
Philadelphia Monday Morning, October 7, 1765. 
{ See P- 244. } 


Philadelphia, Tuesday Morning, Oct. 8, 1765. 

Sir—I make ro doubt but you have heard that a great 
number of people were collected at the state house on 
Saturday last, by causing muffled drums to beat through 
the streets of this city, and by ringing the state house 
bell muffled, and by directing all enquirers to repair to 
the state house for information; and that after the people 
were collected, a deputation was sent to me demanding 
my resignation of the office of chief distributor of stamps 
for this province. 1 am well informed, that great num- 
bers of the ringleaders and promoters of this meeting 
declared and vowed destruction to my person and pro- 
perty if I refused to gratify them in their demands. 

My resignation is accordingly made, and I beg you will 
be so kind as to inform me where the stamps are depo- 
sited, that I may by this day’s post inform the lord’s of 
the treasury what situation they arein. This you must 
know it is my duty to do, as the stamps were consigned 
to me by their lordships, and I have the bill of lading. 
But as I am confined to my bed, and also restrained by 
the people from executing my office, it is not in my pow- 
er to know what is to be done in the premises, I there- 
fure pray your answer by the bearer, my son, which wilk 
oblige, sir, your humble servant, 


JOHN HUGHES. 
To the Hon. John Penn, Esq. 


The Governor returned the following verbal answer, viz: 
Let Mr. Hughes know the stamps are on board the 
, man of war. 

Philadelphia, Nov. 2, 17657 

Gentlemen,—Since my last, a copy whereof is here- 
with sent, nothing very extraordinary has been attempt- 
ed by the mob, as the great men here would fain have 
it termed and believed on your side the water, and I 
make no,doubt but it will be so represented by the pro- 
prietary governor, and his friends; but the truth is, that 
if the governor, or any half dozen of the magistrates, 
had called the sheriff and constable to their assistance, 
it would have been very easy for them, with the assist- 
ance of my friends then collected about my house, to 
the amount of not less than seven or eight hundred men 
of reputation, who would have assisted the civil officers 
at the risque of their lives, as I did to suppress the Pax- 
ton riot, that intended to destroy the Indians at the bar- 
racks, 

I am now informed the governor has taken the oath 
prescribed by the stamp act, but his friends keep ita 
secret, and say, ‘who knows that he has,’ but it will soon 
appear here, for that willalter his conduct; the commis- 
sioners and government may depend that I will commu- 
nicate things as they happen, though it is at the risque 
of my life; for the party, by their tools, frequently give 
vut, that if they knew the man that would so far assist 
Britain as to inform against any man, in this or any other 
province, he should not live many hours; and I do assure 
the government and commissioners, that all positive 
charges made by me, can be proved by reputable wit 
nesses. But whether his Majesty or his ministry can, or 
will wink at and overlook these insults and outrages, and 
permit their colonists to refuse obedience to an act of 
parliament, and also declare it illegal and unconstitu- 
tional, and also permit the printers here to publish week- 
ly the most violent and inflammatory pieces that ever 
were wrote, and I am of opinion, that if these continen- 
tal papers for the two orthree months past were examin- 
ed, many of them would be found rather to exceed the 
North Briton, (No. XLV.) in alienating the affections 
of the people from his Majesty, and animating them to 


and commander in chief for the time being wf those | rebellion, and yet at the same time call themselves Eng- 
counties, shall cal} upon me as aforesaid, to execute the | lishmen, and profess the highest degree of loyalty to his 


paid act. 


(Copy.) JOHN HUGHES. 


Majesty. _ 1 some time tell some of our warm b 
that it isa piece of inconsistency to call themselves Eng- 
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lishmen, because gentlemen, say I, if you are English- dissatisfied with my answer, and say I had no need to 
men, you must be bound by acts of parliament, until | say more than three words, viz. I have none—This they 
that parliament releases vou from that obedience, which | could have protested upon and sent home to the custom 
has not yet been done as I know of. To this they reply | house, but I believe they have no great inclination to 





our charters have done it absolutely. No, gentlemen, | 
your charters are but the declarations of the kings that | 
granted them, and they cannot be to mean no | 
more, than that the king of Great Britain would not ar- | 
bitrarily, and without law, raise money on the subject in | 
America, and this is all our forefathers seemed to have | 
asked—when they left Britain, and indeed it is all the | 
kings of Great Britain can legally promise, for the king | 
cannot bar the rights of the lords and commons, any | 
more than they can his prerogatives. The answer then 
is, you are an enemy to America, and ought to have 
your brains beat out, &c. And indeed there is nothing 
has saved me but the great number of friends and rela- 
tions that I have in this country, and, had it not been for 
their numbers, I must have resigned my office absolute- 
ly, or else not only me but my family and fortune would 
have fallen a sacrifice. J believe 1 am the only stamp 
distributor that has not either resigned absolutely, or 
fied the province between Virginia and Hallifax, and if 
the Virginia officer had been there, I think he must 
have resigned also, for there the fire began. It is my 
private opinion, that if the province of Pennsylvania 
was changed from proprietary to a royal government, 
and some person appointed to govern it, that had both | 
interest among the people, and perfect knowledge of 

them, so as to be able to displace the disloyal, and put 

it in power and commission such only as could be de- 

pended on, and have demonstrated their loyalty to their 

king; such a person, after the changes aforesaid, might 

easily govern this province, and preserve the peace of 

it, and keep it in subjection to his Majesty, which 1 think 

we hardly are at this time. One reason assigned for 

not paying obedience to this act of parliament, is, that 

we have no representative in parliament; I then say, | 
let us petition for representatives. O, no, we will not 

agree to that, because we have representatives of our 

own, and have always given money when we have been | 
called on by the king or his ministers, and if that will 
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sen! home this letter; however, I think it my duty to 
send it you with a copy of theirs; also I wish I knew 
whether the act would be enforced or not, for if it is to 
be repealed, I might resign voluntarily in time, and 
thereby escape the violence of the party, for if the act 
is not enforced, nor I do not resign in time, I shall not be 
able to go into some of the neighbouring colonies, and 
look after my interest during my life time, for they threa- 
ten me already in Maryland and Virginia, and if they 
ever catch me there they will make a sacrifice of me: 
but if they should be made subject to Great Britain, J 
shall then be in no danger, for the issue of this act will 
absolutely determine Britain’s sovereignty in America. 
For, if by these rebellious actions we can get this act re- 
pealed, I have no doubt but some of my children may 
live tosee a duty laid. by Americans on some things im- 
ported from Britain, for I do not know an instance of a 
mob’s sitting down contented with one thing, unless 
they have a force able to quell them. 

I presume when the remonstrances from the grand 
committee (who meet at New York) come here, it will 
be easy to judge what we would be at; for even in this 
province some few say, if we stick by one another, it is 
not in the power of Britain to enforce it, and say that 
Ireland did the same formerly, and by that means have 
escaped the burthen as they callit. 1 am unable at this 
time to give a more full account of the proceedings in 
America, being not recovered from my late illness. 1 
am, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, 

JOHN HUGHES. 
Nov. 7, 1765. 
To the Commissioners of 
the Stamp Office. 
No. I. 
Mr. John Hughes, 

Sir,—We have heard from public report, that you are 

the officer appointed to distribute stamp-papers and 


not do, let us have a house of commons in America, to | 
settle what shall be the quota of each colony when mo- | parchment in the province, pursuant to an act of parlia- 
ney is wanted—No, gentlemen, you have foreclosed | ment lately published in England, and we now apply to 
yourselves of that, for you have demonstrated your pro- you, to know whether you can supply us with stamp 
_pensity to rebellion, to that degree, that in my opinion | papers proper for cockets and clearances, on which the 
the ministry never can advise his Majesty to unite you | duty of four-pence sterling is imposed (if the copy we 
more than you now are; but if they knew our circum- | have seen of the act be genuine.) We apprehend it is 
stances rightly, they would divide us yet more, by form- | our duty to apply to you for them, as we cannot proceed 
ing new colonies out of Virginia, and perhaps some oth- | regularly in the business of our office without them.— 
ers that are already but too large; but these things are | Please to let us have your answer in writing as soon as 
at a distance, for Great Britain must first determine whe- | possible, in order to prevent any mistake or misunder- 
ther she is to govern or not, and whether she will per- | standing, that may happen from a verbal conference be- 
mit us to put ourselves under the protection of France, | tween us. We beg you will be pleased to have a direct 
or Spain, as many upon the continent declare they will | answer, whether you will or not let us have the stamp 
ward off the stamp act, until they can get France or | papers for the purposes above mentioned. Weare, sir, 








Spain to protect them; and some few have gone so far 
in this province. I must now contradict your allegation 
of our giving money when called upon. Pray has Ma- 
ryland given one shilling all the last war, and did not 
most of the colonies, except Pennsylvania, retuse both 
men and money for Colonel Bouquet’s last expedition 
against the Indians to the westward; and when Colonel 
Bouquet, by his friends, got some volunteers raised for 
the purpose in Virginia, was he not obliged to apply to 
the commissioners of this province to pay them, or else | 
he must have paid them out of his private fortune; al- 
though the war was on the Virginia frontier, and their 
me frequently murdered at that time. 

November the Sd, being Saturday evening, I was call- | 
ed upon by the collector, to let me know that he and 
the other custom house officers would call upon me 
next day, but they afterwards changed their plan; and 
on Tuesday the 5th, I received the paper, (No. 
I.) and that afternoon returned for answer the paper 
(No. If.) and I now understand that the party are i:uch | 








your most humble servants, 
J. SWIFT, Dep. Collr. 
A. BARCLAY, Compt. 
T. GRAME, Naval Offr. 
Custom-house, Philadelphia, 
Now. 4, 1764. 
No. I, 

Gentlemen,—I received yours of the 4th instant, and 
cannot but infer from the contents, that you are stran- 
gers in Pennsylvania, since by the tenor of your letter, 
you seem to be unacquainted with the things that are 
come to pass in these our days. ‘Therefore, I think it 
necessary, before I proceed in answer, to give you a 
brief detail of what has happened. First then, I am to 
inform you, that on Saturday the 5th of October last, the 
State-house’and Christ-church bells were rung muffled, 
and two negro-drummers, one of whom belonged to al- 
derman Samuel Mifflin, beat through all parts of the city 
with muffled drums, thereby alarming the inhabitants. 
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In consequence whereof, a large number of people was | you no doubt have informed the commissioners I cannot 
raised and assembled at the State-house, where it was | in point of honour go back, until something or other is 
publicly declared (as I am informed,) that if I did not | done by the people to render it impossible for me to 


immediately resign my office, my house should be pull- | 


ed down and my substance destroyed, but before the 
convention broke up, the gentlemen assembled there, 
in part changed their resolution, and by a note they at 
night sent me, indulged me till ten o’clock the Monday 
morn‘ng following, to satisfy them whether | would or 
not resign my office as stamp distributor for this province. 
Secondly, although it was currently reported through 
the city on the 4th of October last, that capt. Halland, 
with the stamp papers, &c. would be up next day, and 
that a mob would be raised to destroy them, yet neither 
the governor, the supreme judges, the mayor, recorder, 
aldermen, nor any other judiciary officers. (Benjamin 
Shoemaker, Esq. excepted)-took the least notice there- 
of, nor used any means to preserve the peace of the city. 
Thirdly, although on Monday the 7th of October, when 
the people collected at the Free Masons lodge, and their 
delegates, who need not here be named, came to my 
house and demanded of me my answer, whether I would 
or would not resign my office as stamp-distributor of this 
province, yet neither the governor, the judges of the su- 


aldermen, nor any of the peace officers of this city, tes- 
tified the least disapprobation thereof, but permitted 
those gentlemen and their associates, to compel me to 
make the declaration which you may see printed in the 


proceed; but, perhaps when a mob is on foot, my inter- 
est may fall a sacrifice to an infatuated multitude, and I 
know of no other way to prevent it, but absolutely de- 
claring off as all the rest have done to the eastward, but 
as yet I cannot prevail upon myself, notwithstanding the 
threats of some, and the persuasions of others, to do an 
act that appears to me neither loyal norreputable. _ 

‘| had hitherto kept matters easy, by saying I had 
nothing to resign, for I have neither received any com- 
mission or any other kind of writing from the stamp- 
office; but when it is known I have received my com- 
mission, | fancy I shall not escape the storm of presby- 
terian rage, and aS captain Friend is expected every day, 
my doom will soon be known, but whether i may live to 
inform you, is yet in the womb of -futurity. 

“By governor Franklin’s letters, and by my last, you 
will see that Mr. Cox has resigned the stamp-office for 
New Jersey, and there isscarce a day goes over my head, 
but many people call on me to resign, and say Iam an 
enemy to North Americaif I donot; but since I am now 
and must abide by consequences, be they 








it is consistent with your judgment, to recommend my 
son Hugh for Mr. Cox’s successor. My son is married, 
and settled in New Jersey, has a good estate, both real 
and personal, and can give any security that may be re- 


| 
preme court, although then sitting, the mayor, recorder, what they will, I shall be exceedingly obliged to you, if 


Gazette and Pennsylvania Journal of the 10th of Octo- | quired—I am the more induced to ask this favour, as I 
ber last. Fourthly, these gentlemen delegates and their | think there will be no difficulty in putting the act in ex- 
associates have therefore prevented any stamp from com- | ecution in that province; and, if my property, and per- 


ing into my possession. Of consequence, it is not in 
my power to supply you. But as you may be unacquaint- 


| haps my life may be lost in this province, my son I hope 
| will be the better for the office in that province, which 


ed with the situation of the stamp-papers, I do myself | may be some compensation for what property may be 


the pleasure of informing you, that his honour the gov- 
ernor, has committed them to the care of capt. Hawker, 
commander of his Majesty’s ship Sardine. And I would 
likewise, gentlemen, beg leave to acquaint you, that he 
has taken, as lam informed, a solemn oath, ‘‘to do his 
utmost, that all and every of the clauses contained in the 
stamp-act shall be bona fide observed;’’ wherefore I must 
refer you to him, as I am for the reasons already assign- 
ed, at present incapacitated to supply you with stampt 
papers, &c. fora more full answer, if necessary, to your 
letter. Fifthly, if any inconveniences or damages, there- 


fore, should happen to any person or persons for want of 


the stampt papers, the blame neither can nor does lie at 
my door, whatever it may of those of the gentlemen de- 
legates and their associates. I am sorry, gentlemen, 


that you suffered an insinuaiion to escape your pen, as if 
i 


I would not afford youa dif4¥ answer to your letter, for 
1 am perswaded no part of M¥ conduct has given you or 
any other person cause to suspect either my candor or 
integrity, therefore, permit me to say, [ must look upon 
this insinuation both ungenerous and unfriendly. Iam, 
sirs, your humble servant, 
J. HUGHES. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1765. 
John Swift, Alex. Barclay, and 
Thomas Grame, Esquires. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1765. 
Extract of letters from John Hughes, Esq. appointed 
Distributor of the Stamps for Pennsylvania, to Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Esq. Agent for said Province, by him, 
per order, laid before the Parliament. 


“You are now from letter to letter to suppose each 
may be the last that you will receive from your old friend, 
as the spirit or flamé of rebellion is got to a high pitch 
among the North Americans, and it seems to me, that a 
sort of frenzy, or madness, has got such hold of the peo- 


ple of all ranks, that I fancy some lives will be lost before | 


this fire is put out; [am at present much perplexed what 
course to steer; for, as I have given you reason to ex- 


lost out of the family. 
Sept. 10, 1765. 
“Our assembly met yesterday, and this day a majority 
of fifteen against fourteen, were for sending a committee 
| to New York, to meet the committee of Boston on the 
| first of October, where they insinuate there will be men 
sent from every colony, in order to unite and become, as 
| they express it, likea bundle of rods, alluding to the 
| fable of the old manand his sons. This schemé, or plan 
| of union, is not only begun, but indefatigably pushed 
| forward, by the presbyterians principally. 

Sept. 11. This afternoon captain Friend arrived, and 
'as he says he has no stamp papers on board, all seems 
| pretty quiet at present. The assembly have named Jo- 
'seph Fox, Geo. Bryan, John Morton and John Dickin- 
| son, as a committee to go to the Congress at New York. 
{ 


| Sept. 12. Ourclamours run very high, and I am told 

| my house shall be pulled down and the stamps burnt, to 

| which I give no other answer than that I will defend my 

| house at the risque of my life. I must say that all the 
sensible quakers behave prudently. 


Sept. 16. in the evening. Common report threatens 
my house this night, as there are bonfires and rejoicings 
for the change of ministry. The sober and sensible part 
of the people are doing every thing in readiness to sup- 
press a mob, if there should be any intention of rising. 
I, for my part, am well armed with fire-arms, and am de- 
termined to stand a siege. If E live till to-morrow morn- 
ing, shall give you a further account, but as it is now 
about eight o’clock [am on my guard, and only write 
this between whiles, as every noise or bustle of the peo- 
ple calls me off. 

Vine o’elock. Several friends that patrole between my 
house and the coffee-house, came in just now, and say 
the collection of rabble begins to decrease visibly in 
the streets, and the appearance of danger seems a good 
deal less than it did. 

Twelve o'clock. There are now several hundreds of 
our friends about the street ready to suppress any mob, 
if it should attempt to rise, and the rabble are dispers- 


pect, I would endeavour to put the act in execution, and ' ing. ° 
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Sept. 17. five in the morning. Weare all yet in the 
land of the living, and our properties safe, thank God. 


Extract of a letter from Joseph Galloway, Esq. dated 
Philadelphia, Sept. 29, 1765, to Benjamin Franklin, 
Esq. 


“The public papers will inform you of the present 
distracted state of the colonies, and the many outrages 
and riots that have been occasioned by a dislike to the 
stamp act, all which have been incited by the principal 
members of the colonies where they have been com- 
mitted—Measures have not been wanting to create the 
same temper in the people here, in which some have 
been very active. In hopes to prevent their ill effects, I 


wrote a moderate piece, signed dmericanus, published | 
here and at New York, and since in Virginia, wherein 


you will see my sentiments on the subject. I am told it 
had good effect in those places as well as here, being 
much approved by the moderate part of the people; 
vet we should not have been free from riots here, if ano- 
ther method had not been taken to prevent them, viz. 
By assembling quietly at the instance of Mr. Hughes’s 
friends (and not’by order from the government of the 
city,) near eight hundred sober inhabitants were posted 
in different parts, ready to prevent any mischief that 








ANECDOTES. [Novampzn 








expression of countenance indicative of the most poig- 
nant anguish and deep despair, he was passing him in 
silence, when the benevolent Quaker, who had critically 
observed him, and marked the agitation of his mind, 
feelingly said, ‘‘Robert, I fear there is bad news.” The 
reply was, ‘*Yes, very bad; I am under the most helpless 
embarrassment for the want of some hard money.”— 
‘How much would relieve thy diffisulties, Robert?’ 
The sum was mentioned. “But I could only give my 
private engagement in a note, which I would sacredly 
pledge my honour to repay,” rejoined Mr. .Morris.— 
“Cease thy sorrows, then, Robert; thou shalt have the 
money in confidence of thy silence on the subject, as it 
regards me.” The specie was procured, immediately 
remitted to General Washington, and saved the army. 
“In 1779, or 1780, two of the most distressing years 
of the war, General Washington wrote to me a most 
alarming account of the prostrate condition of the mili- 
tary stores, and enjoining my immediate exertions to 
| supply deficiencies. There were no musket cartridges 
| but those in the men’s boxes, and they were wet; of 
_ course, if attacked, a retreat or a rout was inevitable.— 
| We (the Board of War) had exhausted all the lead ac- 
| cessible to us, having caused even the spouts of houses 
_ to be melted, and had offered, abortively, the equivalent 


should be attempted by the mob, which effectually inti- | in paper of two shillings specie per pound for /ead. } 
midated them and kept all tolerable quiet, only they | went in the evening of the day in which I received this 
burnt a figure that they called a stamp man, and | letter, to a splendid entertainment given by Don Mirail- 





about midnight dispersed. Great pains have been taken 
to persuade and frighten Mr. Hughes into a resignation 
of his office, but he continues firm, and will not resign 
in any manner that shall do dishonor to his appointment, 
and I think will be able to put his commission into exe- 
cution, notwithstanding the example set by other colo- 
nies. 





REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTES. 


ROBERT MORRIS. 


a 


At the most distressful period of the war, General 
Washington wrote to Congress, ‘*That he was surround- 
ed by secret foes, destitute of the means of detecting 
them, or of getting intelligence of the enemy’s move- 
ments and designs. The army was in rags, bad few or 
no blankets, aud military stores were in the dregs. The 
troops reduced in numbers, must retreat, without the 
means of defence if attacked, and would probably dis- 
perse from the want of subsistence and clothing in an 
inclement season, too severe for nature to support. In 
a word, we have lived upon expedients till we can live 


no longer; and it may truly be said, that the history of | Mr. Morris, ‘they will ta 


this war, isa history of false hopes and temporary devi- 
ces, instead of system and aeconomy, which results from 
it. All business was, in consequence, suspended in 
Congress, and dismay was universal, since no supplies of 
the requisitions demanded could be provided. 

Mr. Robert Morris, to whom the United States is more 
indebted for their prosperity and happiness, than to any 
other individual, with the exception of General Wash- 
ington, overcome by his feelings, quitted the hall with 
a mind completely depressed, without a present hope, 
or cheering expectation of future prosperity. On enter- 
ing his counting house, he received the welcome intelli- 
gence, that a ship which he had despaired of, had, at 
that moment, arrived at the wharf, with a full cargo of 
all the munitions of war, and of soldier’s clothing. He 
returned to Congress almost breathless with joy, and an- 
nounced the exhilarating good news. Nor did propi- 
tious fortune end here. Accidentally meeting with a 
worthy Quaker, who had wealth at command, and a 
hearty well wisher to the American cause, although from 
his religious principles averse to war and fighting, he 
thought it no departure from the strict line of propriety, 
to endeavour, by every exertion, to awaken his sympa- 
thy and obtain his assistance, Assuming, therefore, an 


les, the Spanish Minister. My heart was sad, but I had 
| the faculty of brightening my countenance even under 
| gloomy disasters, yet it seems then not sufficiently adroit- 
|ly. Mr. Morris, who was one of the guests, and knew 
|me well, discovered some casual traits of depression. 
| He accosted me in his usual blunt and disengaged man- 
ner, “I see some clouds passing across the sunny coun- 
| tenance you assume—what is the matter?” After some 
| hesitation I showed him the General’s letter, which I had 
brought from the office with the intention of placing it 
at home ina private cabinet. He played with my anxi- 
| ety, which he did not relieve for some time. At length, 
_ however, with great and sincere delight, he called me 
| aside, and told me that the Holker privateer had just ar- 
rived at his wharf with ninety tons of lead, which she 

had brought as ballast. It had been landed at Marti- 
nique, and stone ballast had supplied its place, but this 
had been put on shore andthe lead again taken in. ‘You 
| shall have my half of this fortunate supply; ‘here are 
the owners of the other half,’ (indicating gentlemen in 
the apartment.) ‘Yes, but Iam already under heavy 


personal engagements, arantee for the Depart- 
| ment, to those and other Geen ’ ‘Well,’ rejoined 
our assumption with my 
guaranty.’ I instantly, on these terms, secured the lead, 
left the entertainment, sent for the proper officers, and 
| set more than‘one hundred people to work through the 
night. Before morning a supply of cartridges was 
ready, and sent off to the army. Judge Peters. 
‘It may not be generally known, but it is an incon- 
trovertible fact, that the plan of the campaign for the 
year 1781, as agreed upon by Geweral Washington and 
Admiral De Grasse, was to aim at the reduction of New 
York, and that the southern enterprise was never con- 
templated until, unexpectedly, and to his extreme sur- 
| prise, General Washington (by the French Admiral’s 
| breaking his engagements to come into New York bay, 
| and announcing his intention, through the Admiral com- 
manding the squadron at Rhode Island, to enter and re- 
main, for a few weeks, in the Chesapeake) was obliged. 
to change the whole plan of operations; which, from 
the powerful resources of his mind, he planned and per- 
formed in a sudden and masterly manner. An account 
has been published, by which it appears that the count 
Rochambeau claimed the credit of planning the enter- 
prise a year before it was putin execution. <A military 
character who had rendered such important services to 
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our country as were, by universal consent, attributed to 


him, needed no borrowed plume. He avows his having 
advised count De Grasse not to venture into New York 
bay. He should, Chad he acted consistently with his 
duty) with candoar, and in due season, have made this 
communication to General Washington; whereas, the 
first intimation of a change of the original plan, was the 
French Admiral’s letter from Rhode Island, which the 
General put into my hands a few hours after he had _re- 
ceived it, with strong expressions of surprise and resent- 
ment. Assuredly, at this period, the expedition to the 
southward had never been thought of; but as count Ro- 
chambeau’s countervailing advice had been attended 
with successful consequences, he adroitly takes advan- 
tage of this good fortune and turns, an otherwise unjus- 
tifiable interference, into personal merit. I was sent by 
Congress, under the belief that New York was the ob- 
ject, to consult with General Washington, on the sup- 
plies necessary for the attack. But, the apprehension 
expressed by count De Grasse, of danger to his heavy 
ships, should they enter the bay, and the avowal of his 
intention to sail for the Chesapeake, put at once an end 
to deliberation on the subject. A new object was now 
to be sought for, on which the co-operation of the allies 
might be employed with effect. I was present when 
the southern enterprise was resolved on, (claiming no 
merit or agency in the military part of it) and superin- 
tended the provision of every thing required by the ge- 
neral, forthe operation. From seventy to eighty pieces 
of battering cannon, and one hundred of field artillery, 
were completely fitted and furnished with attirail and 
ammunition, although, when [ returned from the camp 
to Philadelphia, there was nota field carriage put toge- 
ther, and but a small quantity of fixed ammunition in 
our magazines. The train was progressively sent on in 
three or four weeks, to the great honour of the officers 





stances, mon General,’ said he, ‘it would be my ambi- 
tion to serve you, but here I have no chance of showing 
my talents, and I think myself obliged, in honor, to save 
you expense, since your wagoner is just as able to turn 
the string as Tam.’ ‘Believe me, gentlemen,’ continued 
the Baron, ‘the Treasury of Americais, at present, just 
as empty as my kitchen was at Valley Forge; and Mr. 
Morris wisely retires, thinking it of very little conse- 
quence who turns the string.’” 





To the instances given by Judge Peters, of the happy 
arrival of supplies for the army, at the moment that they 
were most needed, I would add another occurrence de- 
rived from the same authority. ‘‘On our entering Phi- 
ladelphia, in June 1778, after the evacuation by the Bri- 
tish troops, we were hard pressed forammunition. We 
caused the whole city to be ransacked in search of car- 
tridge paper. Atlength, I thought of the garrets, &e. 
of old printing offices. In that once occupied as a lum- 
ber room by Dr. Franklin, when a printer, a vast collec- 
tion was discovered. Among the mass was more than 
a cart body load of sermons on defensive war, preached 
by a famous Gilbert Tenant, during an old British and 
French war, to rouse the colonists to indispensable ex- 
ertion. These appropriate manifestoes were. instantly 
employed as cases for musket cartridges, rapidly sent to 
the army, came most opportunely, and were fired away 
at the battle of Monmouth against our retiring foe. 
Garden’s Rev. Anec. 





ADDRESS eS 
Delivered before the Blockley &# Merion Agricultural Soci- 
ety, on Saturday, Sept. 20th,1828, on the death of their 
late President, the HON. RICHARD PETERS—Br 
Samvuret Breck, Vice President of the Society. 
GENTLEMEN :— 
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and men employed in this meritorious service. 2i/ this,| I may be excused, I hope, for offering of my own ac- 
together with the expense of provision for, and pay of the | cord, to address you on the recent loss of our President. 
troops, was accomplished on the personat credit of Mr. Ro- | As the second officer in the Society, it becomes, in some 
bert Morris; who issued his notes to the amount of one | measure, my duty, to notice the melancholy event. ‘That 
million four hundred thousand dollars, which were finally | eminent and worthy man--so well known to us—so 
ail paid. Assistance was furnished by Virginia and oth- | much beloved by us; who, for forty years has so useful- 
er States, from the merit whereof I mean not to detract. | ly and affectionately associated with us, has, at a good 
But, as there was no money in the chest of the War | old age, paid the debt of nature. 
Office, and the Treasury of the United States empty, | Death, perhaps, at no time strikes a victim, however 
the expedition never could have been operative and | obscure, who does not leave some sorrowing surviver: 
brought to a successful issue, had not, most fortunately, | none so destitute of friends, as to descend to the grave 
Mr. Morris’ credit, superior exertions, and management, wholly unlamented. How deeply, then, should we 
supplied the indispensable sine qua non, the funds neces- | mourn the loss of a man, so remarkably distinguished as’ 
sary togive effect to exertion.” the late President of this Society. 

-— Upon an occasion so solemn, and to us 0 affiictive,’ 
_ Dining with him shortly after the resignation of Mr. | we ought not to be satisfied with an ordinary notice: it 
Robert Morris; as Financier of the United States, the | js fit that we should dwell, somewhat at length, on the 
cause of which appeared inexplicable to the company prominent passages of such a man’s life; that we should 
present, ‘To me,’ said Baron Steuben, ‘there appears no | recall to our minds the deeds of patriotism, of public 
mystery. I will illustrate my sentiments by a simple spirit, and genéral usefulness, which have marked his’ 
narrative; When! was about to quit Paris to embark lengthened career. This I shall attempt, and, howso- 
for the United States, the better to insure comfort when | eyer imperfectly, I beg you to indulge me with a hear- 
in camp, I judged it of importance to engage in my ser- | ing. : 
vice acook of celebrity. ‘The American army was post- Richard Peters, who died on the 22d of August, at 
ed at Valley Forge, when I joined it. Arrived at my | his residence in Blockley, was bornin the month of June; 
quarters, a wagoner presented himself, saying that he | 1744, in the same house in which he expired; and had, 
was directed to attach himself to my train, and obey my consequently, passed, by afew months, the great age of 
orders. Commissaries arriving, furnished a supply of | eighty-four. He réceived his education in the city of 
beef and bread, and retired. My cook looked around Philadélphia; and, on entering the active scenes of life, 
him for utensils, indispensable, in his opinion, for pre-| was a good Latin and Greek scholar, and possessed a 
paring a meal, and finding none, in an agony of despair, | knowledge of the French and German languages. 
applied to the wagoner for advice, ‘We cook our meat,’ Having adopted the law as a profession, his aéquain- 
replied he, ‘by hanging it up by a string, and turning it | tance with the German greatly facilitated his country 
before a good fire till sufficiently roasted.” The next | practice; while his intuitive smartness, and steady indus- 
day—and still another passed, without material change. try, placed him in the front rank of the young practi- 
The commissary made his deposit. My cook showed | tioners of the day. He had an uncle who was Secreta- - 
the strongest indications of uneasiness by shrugs and | ry of the Colonial Government, and whose office was, as 
heavy sighing, buf, with the exception of a few oaths, | think, connected with the land department. This un- 
spoke nota word of complaint. His patience, however, | cle was fond of young Peters, and occasionally charged 
was completely exlausted; he requested an audience, | him witha part of the duties of his office. It washere, 


and — dismission. ‘Under happier circum-' no doubt, that he became familiar with the land titles of 
fou. II, 32 
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the province, and laid the foundation of the reputation | mecea 
he acquired in-after tiines, of possessing an intimate 

knowledge of the land laws of the commonwealth.— | 
These avocations, however, were transient, and did not 
cause any relaxation in his professional pursuits, on the 
contrary, they were made the means of extending his 
acquaintance with influential men in the interior of the 
colony, and enabled him to follow, very profitably, the 
Courts of Justice, into all the surrounding counties, 
where his fluent conversation in German, extensive | 
knowledge of the provincial grants and kindred laws, | 
brought him into practice, and in due time competently | 
rewarded his labours. 

On those circuits, he was accustomed to display his | 
unrivalled wit. The playfulness of his conversation, 
always enlivened by flashes of the gayest pleasantry, 
was forever quick and unrestrained, and varied by casts | 
of true humor; sometimes as broad and well enacted as | 
the most exaggerated farce, and at others convolved in | 
double meaning, fitted only for the ready perception of 
the most practised ear and polished taste. Thus distin- 
guished, our young friend became a favourite with all 
classes. 

It was about the time when this brilliant talent was 
already conspicuous; a talent that never after forsook | 
him, even whilst age was wasting his tottering frame: | 
it was at this period of youthful buoyancy, that a confer- 
ence was held with the Indians of the six nations, at Fort | 
Stanwix, in the province of New York. Our lamented 
friend accompanied the delegation from Pennsylvania. 
During the negotiation of the treaty, he insinuated him- 
self so much into the good graces of the Indian chiefs, | 














and became so entirely acceptable to them, by his light- 
hearted jests, and sportive behav iour, that even thoes 

sedate redmen relaxed their rigid carriage, and unbend- | 
ing fora moment the usual severity of their characters, | 
proposed to adopt him into their tribes. The offer was | 
accepted, and Mr. Peters was formally introduced to | 
his new relations, receiving from them, in allusion to his 
amusing ‘talkativeness, the appropriate name of T'ezoh- 

lias, which means Paroquet. 

He used to say, that these Indians called the great | 
William Penn, Onas, the name of quill, or pen, in their | 
language; whereas, added he, on my adoption, ‘they | 
have been more complimental, for they have given me | 
the name of the bird and all his quills into the bargain. | 

Political difficulties with the mother country, now 
compelled every man to choose his side. Mr. P eters, | 
although rather intimately associated with the proprie- 
fary government, which was chiefly royal in its feelings, 
did not hesitate to separate himself from it, and join | 
the cause of his native country. While many influen- 
tial members of the bar went over to the king, he stept | 
forward with zeal in defence of American rights. 

Pennsylvania was, in that early day, without a militia. 
The peaceful descendants of Penn, and. of his non-re- 
sistent companions, to whose excellent rule and exem- 
plary conduct, the state is so much indebted for its rapid 
growth and present prosperity, had managed its affairs, 
even with the fierce aborigines, for ne: arly a century, 
without military aid, or any restraint whatever, other 
than the authority of mild and prudent laws, upheld as 
much by the probity, philanthropy, and unblemished | 


demeanour of the law givers, as by any penal provisions | ” 


contained in the sts itutes themselves 

But those quict times were about to be disturbed.— 
Impolitic and unjust notions respecting this country,had | 
got possession of the minds of the British ministry, | 
which led them to adopt a system destructive of our | 
rights and liberties. The cabinet—the parliament-—the | 


press of G. Britain, at that ti ime, mi isunderstood the mutual | 
interests of the two countries, pretty much as they have | 
ever continued to do from that day to this. “Having: | 
their ears full of pride and airy fame,” the y treated us | 
with ‘scurril jests, and matched us in co Mparisons with 
dirt, to weaker and discredit our expostulations 


*——The 
colonial disputes were pushed to extremity. 


It became 
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Mr. Peters voluntéered with his 
neighbours, and when they assembled for the purpose 
of organization, he was chosen their captain. His mili- 
tary career, however, was short. A mind so gifted, 

studies so essentially fitted for the civil departments of 
government, as those of Mr. Peters, soon removed him 
from the camp to the cabinet. Congress placed him at 
the Board of War, where his services for many years, 
during the struggle for independence, have been acknow- 


| ledged by a solemn vote of thanks by that illustrious 


body; services that can have been only properly appre- 
ciated by those who knew, like his fellow labourers, the 
destitute state of the country, and consequent difticul- 
ties in the execution of his duty as adjunct war minis- 
ter. 

Who among us that has associated with our late vene- 


| rable friend, has not often heard him advert to that gloo- 


my period of our history, in language of trepidation and 
doubt! At one time the army was without powder, at 
another, lead; and always food or clothing was wanting. 
These were daily requisitions, to which no other answer 
oftentimes could be given, than that the public stores 
were empty. To illustrate the naked state of our ma- 
gazines, and mental anguish of our public functionaries 
at that critical time, I will give you, very nearly in the 
words of Mr. Peters,a rev olutionary anecdote,* which 
I thought sufficiently curious to note in writing, on the 
9th of November 1823—the day that it was told to me 
by him. 

*‘. was Commissioner of War, he said, in 1779. Gen- 
Washington wrote to me that all his powder was wet, 
and that he was entirely without lead or halls; so that 
should the enemy approach him, he mustretreat. When 
I received this letter, | was going toa grand gala at the 


| Spanish ambassador’s, who lived in Mr. Chew’s fine house 
»| in South Third street. 


The spacious gardens were su- 
perbly decorated with variegated lamps; the edifice it- 
self wasa blaze .of light;—the show was splendid; but 
my feelings were far from being in harmony with all this 
brilliancy. J met at this party, my friend Robert Morris, 
who'soon discovered the state of my mind. ‘You are 
not yourself, to night, Peters; what’ s the matter” asked 
Morris. Notwithstanding my unlimited confidence in 
that great patriot, it was sometime before I could prevait 
upon myself to disclose the cause of my depression; but 
at length 1 ventured to give him a hint of my inability to 
answer the pressing calls of the commander in chief. 


| The army is without lead, and I know not where to get 
| an ounce to supply it: the general must retreat for want 


of ammunition. ‘Well, let him retreat,’ replied the high 
and liberal minded Morris: ‘but cheer up: there are in 


| the Holkar privateer, just arrived, ninety tons of lead, 


one half of which is mine, and at your service; the re- 


| sidue you can get by apply ing to Blair MW’ Clanaghan, and 


Holkar, both of whom are in the house with us.’ 

I accepted the offer, from Mr. Morris, said Mr. Com- 
missioner Peters, w ith many thanks, and addressed my- 
self immediately to the two gentlemen who owned the 
other half, for their consent to sell; but they had already 


| trusted a large amount of clothing to the continental 


Congress, and were unwilling to give that body any fur- 
ther credit. Linformed Morris of their refusal. ‘Tell 
them,’ said he, ‘that I will pay them for their share.’— 
rhis settled the business; the lead was delivered; I set 
three or four hundred men to work, who manufactured 


| it into cartridge bullets for Washington’s army, to which 


it gave complete relief.” 

The sequel of this anecdote shows, that the supply 
was entirely accidental. The Holkar privateer was at 
Martinico, preparing to return home, when her Captain, 
Matthew Lawler, wh 10 is still living, had this lead offer- 





* This and asubsequent anecdote were in type before 
we were favored with Mr. Breck’s address—although 
substantially the same—some parti culars are added by 
Mr. Breck, which induce us to give the anecdotes as re~ 
lated by him. 
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ed to him for ballast. Uncertain, however, ehietine | 


the market would not be overstocked by arrivals from | 
Europe, he at first rejected it; but after some persua- | 
sion received it on board. 

What thanks do we not owe tosuch men! Peters, 
watchful, diligent, devoted—toils unceasingly for his | 
country’s good. Morris, generous to prodigality, ven- | 
tures his all in the holy cause! Happily for America, 
such noble-spirited citizens were numerous in those 
days. Providence seemed to have enriched the land | 
with them in every section. As they pass from us, it | 
is assuredly due to their memory, to dwell for a moment | 
on the mighty debt of gratitude we owe them. 

Some other passages in the life of the celebrated sub- | 
ject of this memoir, may appositely be placed here, as 
having particular reference to the post occupied by him 
during the greater part of the Revolutionary War. 

On the 18th of June 1778, Mr. Peters entered Phila- 
delphia, at the very time the enemy was evacuating the 
place. He went there undera strong escort sent with 
him by General Washington. His object was to secure 
clothing and stores, secreted by our friends, who had 
remained in the city; and to purchase every thing that 
he could from the dealers. He succeeded in fulfilling 
the wishes of the American general-in-chief. Arnold 
took command of the city a few days after, while Mr. 
Peters returned to York in this state, where Congress 
then held its sessions. 

‘1 left,” says Mr. Peters, (ina letter toa friend, ) 
** fifty thousand dollars to the order of Arnold, for the | 
payment of the clothing and stores. The traitor seized 
those articles, and never paid for them, but converted 
the greater part of the money to his own use: among 
others, to buy the country-seat of Mr. M‘Pherson, on 
the Schuylkill. Colonel Pickering and I detected him 
in ordering stores and provisions out of the public maga- 
zines, to fit out privateers of his own, and for his extra- 
vagant family establishment. An attempt to stop this | 
robbery, produced between me and Arnold an open 
quarrel, If did not conceal, but wrote to head-quarters 
my want of confidence in Arnold. When his traitorous 
conduct at West Point became public, neither Colonel 
Pickering nor myself were the least surprised at it. He 
was placed in that command, at the solicitous request of | 
respectable New Yorkers, who knew only his military | 
character, which I always deemed overrated far beyond | 
its real merit.” 

Mr. Peters’s exertions became peculiarly meritorious | 
and useful, at the time when General Washington sud- | 
denly changed his intended attack on New York, to 
that of Yorktown, in Virginia. We all know that this | 
movement closed the war. De Grasse, with his fleet, | 
offered to co-operate to the south, provided the Ameri- 
ean army could be immediately put in motion, to act in 
concert with the fleet. His cruise off the Chesapeake | 
he said would be short; and whatever the land forces in- | 
tended to do must be done quickly. At this crisis there | 
were no battering cannon ready; no means of transport- | 
ing the army which lay at Morristown in New Jersey: | 
»O money in the national treasury or military chest. Let | 
the plan of relief be told in Mr. Peters’s own words, as | 
extracted from a letter to General Harrison, of the date | 
of 12th of January 1818. 

**In the journals of Congress of July 1781,” says Mr. 
Peters, “a member of the Board of War was directed 
to repair to head quarters, with Robert Morris, superin- 
tendent of finance, and consult with the commander in 
chief, on the subjects therein mentioned. The member 
of the board was myself. 

“© To show you the prostrate situation of our financial 
concerns, { mention that I had not in the chest of the of- 
fice, without interfering with the daily common de- 
mands for contingencies, a sufficient sum for my outfit 
and personal expenses. Not foresecing any extra claims 
for casualties, I had not provided out of my own funds 
againstthem. At Trenton, on our way tocamp, I lost a 
horse. [ could have ordered one out of the quarter- 
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master’s stables, but I avoided the example, knowing the 
low state of that department. I was obliged to borrow 
of Mr. Morris the money necessary to replace my loss. 
On our arrival at head quarters we had frequent confe- 


| rences with the general. I wassqon confirmed, in what 


[ had before been convinced of, that our success in the 
contemplated attack on New York, was far worse than 
doubtful; and ¢hat was the plan of the campaign, not- 
withstanding historical representations to the contrary. 
Among them, I see recently published, ‘a project of 
Comte Rochambeau,’ announcing his having a lon 
time precedently, formed a deliberate plan for the for- 
tunate achievement which closed our war. And yet I 
know that the change of the plan at first fixed on for the 
campaign, was sudden and accidental. All our confe- 
rences were predicated on measures ‘solely relating to 
the intended attack en New York.” 

The change of the plan originated with Washington 
alone: but let Mr. Peters’s own words be again used: 

** One morning at the beat ofreveille, Mr. Morris and 
myself, who occupied the. same marquee, were roused 
by a messenger from head quarters, and desired forth- 
with to repair thither. We were surprised at the cir- 
cumstance; every thing having been the evening before 
perfectly tranquil. We were more so on our meeting 
the general, who, the moment he saw me, with expres- 
sions of intemperate passion, (which I will not repeat,) 
handed to mea letter from the French admiral, who 
commanded six or seven ships at Rhode Island: ‘ Here,’ 
said the general, ‘read this; you understand the French;? 
then turning away: ‘so do I now better than ever.’ 
Mr. Morris and myself stood silent, and not a little aston- 
ished. ‘The letter informed the general that the writer 
had received by an express frigate, arrived from the 
flect of Comte de Grasse, af sea, orders to join that 
fleet in the Chesapeake, as the Comte had changed his 
destination, on information that the bay of New York 
was dangerous for his heavy ships: and if any thing 
could be done in the southern quarters, co-operation 
was offered during the few weeks of his intended stay 
in those waters to avoid the West India hurricane sea- 
son. Secrecy was enjoined, and we went our-way. On 
returning to breakfast, we found the general as compos- 
ed, as if nothing extraordinary had happened, and mea- 
sures concocting for the emergency. I had often admir- 
ed these conquests over himself. That evening, orl 
think the next day, a letter arrived from the Marquis 
de Lafayette, from Virginia, announcing the arrival of 
the French fleet in the Chesapeake. 1 have seen it as- 


| serted, that this was the first intimation, and an appear. 


ance of a preconcerted plan was given to it at camp. 
This is another inaccurate historical fact. 
‘**In the course of the day, I was asked by the gene- 


‘ral: “well, what can you do for us, under the present 


change of circumstances?’ ‘1 answered, ‘* please to in- 
form me of the extent of your wants.’ Being, after 
some time, so informed, generally, I replied: ‘I can do 
every thing with money; nothing without it; but what 
can be transported from hence, must be relied on.’ 1 
looked impressively on Mr. Morris, who said, ‘ I under- 
stand you; I musthave time to consider and calculate.’ ” 

Mr. Morris shortly after told the general that he had 
no tangible effects; but ifanticipations on the credit of 
his personal engagements would succeed, he could sup- 
ply the means for transporting the army from New Jer- 
sey to the Chesapeake. 

‘‘In a day, or two,” continues Mr. Peters,” we left 
camp under injunctions of secrecy, (which we faithfully 
observed, ) until the general developed his final objects 
and measures to Congress. 

‘Qn our arrival at Philadelphia, I set to work most 
industriously, and masked the object foratime. By 
the zeal and extraordinary efforts of the staff depart- 
ment, particularly that of ordnance and military stores, 
sixty pieces of battering cannon, and a greater number 
of field artillery, were completely provided and finished 
in three or four weeks, and as any portion of the train 
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was ready, sent off on its way to the southern enter- | tained from Court by sickness, and never from any 
prise. Nota single gun was mounted on my arrival at | other cause. The admiralty portion of his judicial func- 
Philadelphia, nor a rammer, or a sponge, or other afti-| tions, has been greatly simplified and improved under 
rail, nor any considerable quantity of fixed ammunition. | his care; and as a jurist in other matters, his decisions 
No European magazine or arsenal, could have done | have been applauded here, and confirmed at Washing. 
more in the time, and under like circumstances. Gene-| ton. 
ral Knox, who arrived in twelye or fourteen days, had a| The President who placed him on the bench, knew 
great share of the merit of this effort. Mr. Morris sup-| him well, and took great delight in his society. When 
plied the moncy or the credit; and without derogation | a morning of leisure permitted that great man to drive 
from the merit of the assistance rendered by state autho- | to Belmont, the birth-place and country residence of 
rities, it may be truly said, that the financial means fur- | Judge Peters, it was his constant habit so to do. There, 
nished by him, were the main-springs of transportation | sequestered from the world,—the torments and cares of 
and supplies for the glorious achievement which effec- | business, Washington would enjoy a vivacious, recrea- 
tually secured our independence. He issued his notes | tive, and wholly unceremonious intercourse with the 
for, I think, one million four hundred thousand dollars. | Judge; walking for hours, side by side, in the beautiful 
They passed freely, and at the value of tpecie, and were | gardens of Belmont, beneath the dark shade of lofty 
in time all redeemed. The Bank of North America, | hemlocks, placed there by his ancestors, nearly a cen- 
which he founded, with money supplied from abroad, | tury ago. In those romantic grounds, there stands a 
and by taxing the credit of his particular friends, and | chestnut tree, reared from a Spanish nut, planted by the 
many other good friends to their country, assisted him | hand of Washington. Large, healthy, and fruitful, it is 
most eminently. We gave our securities to the amount | cherished at Belmont, as a precious evidence of the inti- 
of a great proportion of its capital stock. My bond was | macy that subsisted between those distinguished men. 
returned to me only a few days ago; amounting, as I| The stranger who visits those umbrageous walks, 
think, to thirty thousand dollars. Who then, knowing | trimmed and decorated in the style of the seventeenth 
these things, can doubt of his having been among the | century, pauses amid ‘‘clipt hedges of pyramids, obe- 
most prominent saviours of his country!” lisks, and balls,” formed by the evergreen and compact 
Those were times, as Mr. Peters adds, ‘‘ when wants | spruce, to contemplate this thriving tree, and carry back 
were plenty, and supplics lamentably scarce.”” The fear-| his memory to the glorious and virtuous career of him 
less manner in which property and personal responsibili- | who placed it there. 
ty were risked, is worthy of all praise. It wasthe tone| The duties of the District Judge, particularly when 
of the day; a spirit of disinterested love of country pre- | associated with the Judge of the Circuit Court, became 
vailed, and a vigilance that no exertions could tire! sometimes extremely painful. Two insurrections—(the 
In December, 1781, Mr. Peters resigned his post in| only ones that have taken place since the adoption of 
the War Office, upon which occasion, Congress—“ Re- | the present constitution,) occurred in Mr. Peters’s dis- 
solved, that Mr. Peters letter of resignation be entered | trict. To aid in the suppression of the first, he fol- 
on the Journal, and that he be informed that Congress | lowed the army as far as Pittsburg,—the western 
are sensible of his merit, and convinced of his attachment | limit of his jurisdiction; and there, with his usual 
to the cause of his country, and return him their thanks | promptitude and prudence, very satisfactorily dis- 
for his long and faithful services in the War Depart-| charged his official duties. In a few years after, he was 
ment.” called on again to try another set of rebels from the 
After Mr. Peters left the War Office, he was elected | northern part of his district. His associate during part 
a member of Congress, and assisted in closing much of | of the time, was the celebrated Samuel Chase, one of 
the business of the war, and of the welcome peace. the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Public services, even in our own day, when all is peace | The trial of these deluded insurgents, and the execution 


and plenty, are too often accompanied by pecuniary | of the two acts of Congress so well known by the names 


loss. What, then, must have been the sacrifice, in the | of Alien and Sedition laws, gave great notoriety to the 


turbulent times to which I have just alluded! It was, | Circuit Court of this District. Its proceedings were 
as Mr. Peters used emphatically to call it, ‘‘ burning the narrowly watched by the political enemies of the Fede- 
candle at both ends.” But the reward was indepen- | ral government, until at length, John Randolph, a mem- 
dence;—exemptions from the heretofore vexatious rule | ber of the House of Kepresentatives from Virginia, 
of a government a thousand leagues off;—the liberty to | thought he saw cause of impeachment in the conduct of 
steer the vessel of state by our own compass:—this was | its judges. Articles were agreed upon by the House of 
a pnze worth every sacrifice. We know the value of | Representatives, and sent up to the Senate against Sa- 
it; and we know how to cherish reverentially and affec- | muel Chase; and great pains were taken to include Mr. 
tionately the memory of those excellent men, who so| Peters. Indeed the House inserted his name at one 
willingly offered the sacrifice, and so nobly achieved the | time; but on proper investigation it was withdrawn, un- 
prize! * This cannot be too often repeated. der a conviction that no cause of accusation existed: on 
The war left us in an unsettled state, which the good | the contrary, when the examination took place, it was 
sense of the people soon put in order, by the organiza- | found that his judicial course had uniformly been mark- 
tion of a new government, under the present Constitu- | ed by prudence, decorum and moderation. 
tion. The great Washington, our first President, in| The violence of the times, the irksomeness of the 
looking around him for suitable men to fill the posts in | Court duties, the vituperative or thankless voice of the 
his gift, selected Mr. Peters for the judgeship of the | then governing party, might have discouraged an ordi- 
District Court of Pennsylvania. ‘This he accepted, al-| nary mind; or at least have limited its action strictly to 
though he was desirous to take up his profession, and | the business of the bench. Not so with Judge Peters. 
enjoy some respite from public labour, Since the | Almost at the very moment when political strife was at 
peace, his fellow citizens had sent him to the state as- | its height, we find him promoting, and chiefly directing, 
sembly, of one branch of which he was speaker, at the | one of the most beautiful and most useful improvements 
very period, I think, when he was removed to the Dis- | in the state. [allude to the permanent means of com- 
trict Court. It was anew sacrifice to the public good; | munication, created in the year 1803, between the city 
for I have heard my venerable friend say, that it com-| and country, by the erection of the great bridge over 
ported neither with his wish nor his interest to throw up | the Schuylkill, at the end of High street. It belongs 
his pursuits at the bar, for an office of such small emo- especially to us who reside on the westside of that river, 
lument. _ He yielded, nevertheless, to the request of | to assert the merit of the citizen who originated, super- 
the President, and assumed the exercise of its duties, | intended, and completed this noble work. Many of us 
which he continued until his death; being a period of | recollect the delay and the danger of the passage. 
thirty-six years, during which time he was seldom de-! twenty-five years ago, now so filly obviated by the 
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splendid structure placed there at a cost of three hun- | 
dred thousand dollars! 
Judge Peters, the first President of the Company at | 
whose expense it was built, commenced his service in | 
this work, with a zeal and courage, which alone could | 
conquer the natural difficulty of the water picrs; and it} 
is proper to notice here, as illustrative of that gentle- | 
man’s sagacity and foresight, that to his perseverance, | 
(Thad almost said management) do we owe the perma- | 
nency of that bridge; for, the company discouraged by | 
the great expense, had resolved not to cover it, and go- | 
verned by this determination, left it two or three years 
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reviews a sermon of the Bishop of New York, by deny- 
ing to him, throughout the review, the prelatic title of 
Bishop, as if too sacred, or of too high a dignity, for a 
people, whom it purposely treats with disrespect. Thig 
critic sneeringly calls the widely-extended and flourish> 
ing Episcopal Church of the United States, governed as 
it is by ten bishops, and more than four hundred ordain- 
ed clergymen—planted over thousands of miles:— 
sneeringly calls it, I say, ‘* an obscure church on the bor- 
ders of a wilderness.” 

Mighty as has been the growth of this empire; pros- 
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| perous as have been all its institutions; a wilful blind- 


wholly exposed to the weather; so that had not Mr. Pe- | ness and inveterate prejudice, I had almost said a propen- 


ters, by constant solicitation, persdaded them to give it , sity to falsehood, seize on the minds of the writers of 
its present defence, its usefulness would have terminat-, England, whenever they refer to our happy land. Why 
ed in about twenty years; when, decayed and rotten, it | are these taunts so often the theme of their statesmen, 
would have fallen intothe river. But with the cover, | as well as their critics? Can they be aware of the injus- 
which now protects and ornaments it, it will last a cen- | tice they do us’—of the alienation of affection and kin- 
tury or more. dred feeling which they work here? Or do they grieve 
Before Mr. Peters became a judge; indeed soon after | and scold because we get along too fastfor them? If it 
the war closed in 1785, he visited England. His travels | be envy that produces this tone of sarcasm and contume- 
in that country and the adjoining kingdoms under Bri- | ly, 1 know not when it will cease; but if it arise from 
tish rule, were extensive. He had in charge on this oc- | pride of wealth and numbers, it must soon stop; for the 
casion, a commission somewhat of a public nature, and | day is near at hand, when an equality of power in po- 
which introduced him to the acquaintance of the Pri-| pulation and riches, will place us ona par; and then 
mate and principal prelates of the English Church. Be- | they may think us ft to be counted ‘‘as of the same fa- 
fore the revolution, the Protestant Episcopal Church | ther’s house.” 
in this country, of which Mr. Peters was a member, was| We now approach, gentlemen, a period in the life of 
governed by the Bishop of London; but when our po- | our departed President, which brought us into close in- 
litical connexion jwas dissolved, no Protestant church | timacy with him. It was a long period of wide-spread 
here would consent to be regulated by a foreign dio- | usefulness, in which he moved almost without a rival.— 
cesan. Mr. Peters, therefore, was commissioned to ob-| As a practical farmer, Mr. Peters had from time to 
tain the consent of the British prelates to ordain to the | time communicated the results of the experiments made 
holy office of bishop three priests of the American Epis- | at Belmont, to such of his neighbours as chose to profit 
copal church, and thus give to it a canonical succession. | by them; but he had not written much, if any thing, 
An act of parliament had already been obtained by the | upon agriculture, before the year 1797. His first pub- 
Bishop of London, to enable him to dispense with such | lication was then made, and contained a statement of 
of the usual requisitions as were inconsistent with the | facts and opinions in relation to the use of Gypsum.— 
engagements of certain citizens of the United States | This pamphlet circulated widely, and produced such a 
who had applied for holy orders; and about the time the | change in husbandry, by introducing the culture of clo- 
higher question.of succession was agitated, the same | ver, and other artificial grasses, as gave, we all know, 9 
subject was brought before the Danish government, in | magical increase to the value of farms. Estates which 
consequence of a conversation between Mr. Adams, our uutil then were unable to maintain stock, for want of 
then minister to Great Britain, and the Danish minister | winter fodder, and summer pasture, were suddenly bro’t 
to the same court, to which a favourable answer was | into culture, and made productive. Formerly, ona farm 
given; so that the Danish church stood ready in case of | destitute of natural meadow, no stock could be support- 
difficulty, to confer on our church the necessary powers | ed; and even where natural meadow existed, the barn 
of Episcopal succession. But it is believed that this in- | yard was exhausted to keep up sufficient fertility, (in the 
cident had no influence on the conduct of the British | absence of irrigation,) to feed a very few horses and 
government or church, both of which are represented black catue. 
by Mr. Peters, ina letter from England dated March! Such was the situation of our husbandry, for some 
Ath, 1786, as favourably disposed; and subsequently | years after the revolution. It is proper to advert to it, 
confirmed by the courteous and friendly reception of that we may understand the full extent of our obligation 
the Right Revd. and venerable Bishop White, and his| to the Judge. In the year 1770, he was shown the ef- 
colleagues, who found the. Archbishops and all the Bi- | fects of gypsum on clover, ina city lot, occupied by Mr. 
shops who were consulted on the business, acting with | Jacob Barge, on the commons of Philadelphia. 
the utmost candour and liberality of sentiment; so that; The secret of its powerful agency, came from Ger- 
it is obvious that the English prelates were from the first | many, where it was accidentally discovered. Mr. Peters 
ready and desirous to convey the succession to the Ame- | obtained a small quantity, which he used successfully, 
rican church; and that the only condition they made | and gradually promoted its consumption, until by his 
was, that there should not be such a departure, either | example, and his publications, the importation from No- 
in discipline, worship, or doctrine, as would destroy the | va Scotia alone, into the single port of Philadelphia, 
identity of the two churches, in their spiritual charac- | increased to the enormous amount of fourteen thousand 


ter." tons annually. This was before the discovery of that 
While we admire the Christian feeling which charac- | fossil in the United States. 


terized the hierarchy of England at that period. it may| Inquire in the counties of Chester, Lancaster, and 
not be thought inopportune to testify our regret at the | others around us, where clover is so beneficially cultiva- 
prejudice which has grown up since, amongclergymen | ted, how much is due to that excellent man, for the 
ar.d theological writers, when they have occasion to refer | great pains he took to extend the use of gypsum? On 
tothe American church. Catching the illiberal spirit of the | this subject, I very recently transmitted to the Judge, a 
lay journalists, the conductors of some of the British pe- | testimonial of gratitude from one of the most intelligent 
riodicals, devoted to church matters, speak ofourcountry | persons of Lancaster; who unhesitatingly ascribes to 
in language coarse and unbecoming; and one theological | Mr. Petcrs’s book on plaister, and his other agricultural 
journal, of wide circulation, and published in London, | essays, the merit of having produced a good part of the 
| rich cultivation, for which that county is so celebrated. 

* This statement was furnished in substanee by a; But his rural labours were not confined to the tilth of 
most respectable Episcopal clergyman. , the ground; to the mere variety of grasses, or alimental 
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improvement of the soil which produced them; for we 
find him zealously employed, in mending by crosses, 
the breed of sheep and other animals. ‘To him was con- 
fided the care of the broad tail Barbary rams, procured 
at Tunis, by General Eaton. The Judge placed them 
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iesesiibiaieilienien communicative, friendly, we who 
have so often shared in the delight of his “unequalled 
companionship, under this roof, and at the festive board, 
when, at our annual dinners, he gradually rose in hilarity 
and noisy mirth, with the wine drinkers, by drinking him- 


advantageously, and pressed on the farmers, by repeated | | self, as he would playfully say, like a fish; accompany- 


written exhortations, the propriety of using them. 


In order to appreciate properly the industry of this 
gentleman. in treating on husbandry and matters auxi- 
liary to it, we must consult his voluminous communica- 
tions, published in the Memoirs of the Philadelphia 
Agricultural Society. ‘Take, for instance, the first vo- 
lume. There, we find him discussing with his accus- 
tomed animation, and clear and elegant style, the follow- 
ing topics:— 


On Hoven cattle. 

On Peach trees. 

On Yellow water in horses. 

On Gypsum. 

On the thickness, cement, and materials of walls. 
On Orchards. 

On Coarse flour. 

On Brown bread. 

On the force of habit, as it relates to esculents. 
On new herbs & shrubs appearing after firing woods. 
On trench ploughing. 

Jn Hemlock for live fences. 

Remarks on, and plan of, a stercorary. 

On changes of timber and plants. 

On races of animals extinct. 


These numerous articles, so various in their character, 
are, as I have said, contained in the first volume, and are 
all copiously and ably treated by him. The succeeding 
volumes are no less rich in or iginal essays on the science 
and art of agriculture, from the same proli fic pen. Per- 
haps it is not estimating the quantity of his labour too 
high, if we place it at one fourth of each volume; the 
quality of these productions, must be valued according 
to their wide circulation, and great popularity. 


This distinguished citizen, alw ays active in promoting 
objects of public utility, founded our Society, and pre- 
“sided over it from the day of its creation until his death. 
You, gentlemen, will, one and all, I confidently assert, 
most readily and most gratefully bear witness to his con- 
stant solicitude for the advancement of the objects of | 
our association. How often has he pressed us to attend | 
to them! His superior sagacity could discover a useful- | 
ness in labours, which we had not before thought impor- | 
fant. When, at length, we yielded to his wishes, and 
consented to register the oceurrences on our farms, how 
much information was elicited! The improvement de- 
rived from this mutual examination, was acknowledged | 
by us all. It is much to be regr etted, that these busi- | 
ness-like meetings have of late been few & far between. | 
But such as they were, and transient as they now are, I | 

dare refer to the records for proof of their solid worth. | 
What, though they have been followed by occasional | 

Histlessnasa, indifference, or non-attendance, that baffled | 
the later efforts of our good President; may we not re- 
{ 


member that our early zeal, though short-lived, was sa- | 
lutary! Can we not revive it? Let us try, if it be only 
to show our love for the man who first inspired it. Our | 
opinions on rural matters; our knowledge of agricultu- | 
ral facts, then so freely communicated, stand on record: 
we then possessed the attributes, as w ell as the name, of 
an Agricultural Society. ‘Those communications, evin- 
ced by their variety, their practical meaning, their good 
sense, and not unfrequently, their novelty; the rich fund 
of information among us in the concerns of husbandry, 
and show how profitably it may be again employed.— 
We have but to will it, in order to restore it to its for- 
mer usefulness. 

Having endeavoured to portray Mr. Peters as a pa- 
triot, a legislator, a jurist, and a farmer, it remains to 
speak of him as a man in social life. 





ing our libations of Madeira, with draughts of water; 
we can testify to his wonderful flow of wit, jovialty, and 
laughter-inspiring spirit. It was on those occasions, that 
for a long evening “the talked with fluency mere pun,” 
mere joke and frolick. He needed no artificial aid, 
where nature had been so liber ral; and with his goblet of 
water by his side, he kept pace in merriment with the 
company he was exhilarating; and this too, when an oc- 
togenarian! Indeed, it was only with the lamp of life 
that this love of jest became extinct. Yet, so well timed, 
in such good taste, was all this gaiety, that no want of 
dignity or decorum was ever known. It was a sponta- 
neous effusion, so natural and so pleasing, that it made 
you love the man you already respected. 

As a husband—a parent—a neighbour—a sincere 
Christian—there was, in reference to Judge Peters, but 
one voice. Every one united in praising his domestic 
and religious virtues. 

Here I conclude, with many thanks for your indul- 
gence, and the hope that a life so usefully spent, will 
be contemplated by us, as eminently worthy of imita- 
tion; if not in all its varieties, at least in such portions as 
we may be able to copy. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday coening Oct. 18th, 1828. 


Ata stated mecting held | this evening, the following 
committees were appointed. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Watering Committee.—Hale, Williams, Garret, 
land, Burden, Cave, Coryell, Moss. 

Ways and Means.—Thompson, Kittera, Miller, Hert- 
zog, Wa'msley, Horner. 

Paving.—Johnson, Baker, 0’ Neill, Maitland, Williams, 
Garret, Worrel, Neff. 

Accounts. —Walmsley, Graff, Scott, Thompson, Read, 
Richards. 

Markets.—Bladen, Cook, Wainwright, Garret, Wil- 
| liams, Neff. 

Library.—Page, Snvder, Read, Toland. 

Fire Companies.—Baker, Hertzog, Coryell, Read, 
Richards, Neff. 

JOINT COMMITTEES. 


Franklin Square-—Williams, Worrell, Wainwright, 
Cook. 

Washington and Rittenhouse.—Toland, Miller, Hor- 
ner, Graff. 

Logan and Penn.—Cave, Walmsley, Kittera, Rich- 
ards. 

State House and Independence Square.—Burden, Page, 
Kittera, and Read. 

Drawbridge Lot. —O’N 
ret. 

Lombard street Lots. —Johnson, Maitland, Miller, Wor- 
rell. 

Chesnut & Mulberry street Wharves.—Oldenburgh, 
| Bladen, Toland, Richards. 

Will's Legacy.—Read, Thompson, Walmsley, Moss. 


Messrs. O’Neill, Johnson, Thompson, and Neff, were 
appointed a committe to superintend the repairs of the 
State House. 

A petition from the constables of the city praying for 
remuneration of expenses incurred by them in the Ward 
Elections, was referred to Messrs. Kittera, Worrel,Page, 
and Bladen. 

Messrs. Maitland and Thompson were appointed a 
committee tosuperintend the repairs making to the South 
Second street Market houses. 


To- 


Neill, Scott, Thompson, Gar 
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EDUCATION WITH MANUAL LABOR. 

An association has been formed in this city for the 
purpose of establishing a school in which*manual labor 
is to be.connected with the elements ofa liberal educa: 


Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution. 

Resolved, by the Sclect and Common Council that a 
Joint Committee of four members from each council be 
appointed to inquire if any and what alterations are ne- 
cessary to be made in the several ordinances and sup- 
plements to ordinances providing for the appointment 
of city commissioners, and prescribing their duties: and 
that the said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Johnson said that he brought forward this resolu- 
tion in justice to himself and the other members of the 
late councils. As long back as 1802, an ordinance was 
passed prohibiting the city commissioners in the most 
positive terms from being concerned cither directly or 
indirectly in contracts for the execution of public work. 
(here Mr. J. read an extract from the ordinance.) It is 
well known that reputed abuses by the city commission- 
ers, had considerable bearing on the late election, and 


our constituents, said Mr. J., call on us to probe the mat- Art. 1. ‘The stock of this association shall be di- 


ter to bottom. Hecould not think it possible there had | vided into shares of $20 each, payable, if only one 
been abuses tothe extent reported, but he believed great | 


| share be subscribed, at the time of subscribing, if 
amendments might be made inthe system. None but | more than one, the half payable as before aad Tine 


men of integrity and capacity should be appointed city | other at the end of twelve months. 

commissioners, and as the character of such citizens is 2. The primary object of the school shall be to 

valuable to the community, they ought to be protected. |furnish instruction to young men whose ultimate 
The resolution was adopted, and Messrs. Johnson, | 


tion. We subjoin the articles of association adopted at 
a late meeting, and a letter from Rev. Dr. Alexander 


containing his views of the importance of such an estab- 


lishment. A committee has been appointed to examine 


and report suitable places of location for the School. 
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION, 


For the purpose of establishing near the city of 


. 


Philadelphia, a School in which manual labour 


is to be connecied with the elements of liberal edu- 
cation. 


LO LLL OALED 


; o , aim is the ministry of the gospe hi : 
Oldenburg, Maitland, Page, Thompson, Kittera, Garret, . gospel, whilst others of 


and Richards, appointed the committee. Se ae eee 09 good a Sansa wy he : 
Mr. Johnson submitted the following :— 5st] Shad Casein hie rs May be Ceemed Consistent it} 
Whereas a number of the owners of property fronting | rn eu ae eee ; : tay 
on certain streets, recently paved, have not complied)”: svery pupil shall be required to employ, in if 
with the existing ordinances in relation to the paving of | agriculture,horticultare or mechanicks not less than at 
the footways. three nor more than four hours each day,on an av- a 


ais erage. ‘The avails ot his labour sh: > g ie 
And whereas it is deemed necessary for the comfort | pig OS at bf xin Gene ds i f - ull “8 applied to 
and convenience of the citizens generally, that said foot- of . ea “ake w His Doard anc of the other expenses 
’ » school. 
ways should be paved. saree a8: 


ne : religion as well as the rudiments o > ar 
and they are hereby directed, forthwith to give due no- | oo: woe chall be diligently & pr if the bart and 
' ’ sciences Shall be diligently & prudently inculcated 
tice to such owners of property and to cause all such | 5. ‘The farther details of the institetion sla b 
footways to be paved agreeably to the ordinances now dial mitted 16 a Réard of Efteen T ‘ Soe a ae . ™ 
in full force on that subject. ae rustces to be elect~ 
; rie . | ed by the stockholders annually and who shall re- 
Mr. Baker doubted the expediency of adopting this port their transactions at each annual meeting of 
resolution, as there was at this moment a great scarcity ea Aendetatton 
of paving brick, and giving the commissioners this pow- | 6 : The first mecting of vie tock kbidees aaa be 
i 5 jec a ’ citizens inc eniences. : ; . 7 : ; 
er might subject m ny eee me eee | called at such time and place as shall be designated 
Mr. Johnson replied that the resolution gave the com- | hy a committee appointed for that purpose 
missioners no new power. It was an act of assembly | “7 Subscribers may transfer theis chabes atebans 
which prescribed that the pavements should be made. | ure; but not without the consent of two aod. al 
On a future occasion, he would, perhaps, be under the } . ‘Sheldar . . Me 
ee ; | the stockholders, present at an annual meeting. 
necessity of bringing before councils, the names of cer- | &. Bach: ahare shall cutiibe the hates 4 ; 
tain menwwho held large estates acquired by inheritance, | ia all en re elaine olf this eamaatadt RHC 
and who; he thought, evaded the law, by means of deeds er it em. 
giver to persons long since dead. Many large property 
holders importuned councils, to pave the streets in front | 
of their property. By paving the carriage way, the va- : ; 
lue of their property was increased in some instances as is . and Dear Sir, 


' 
PO a 
‘ + | 4. ‘he truths of divine revelation and practical 
Therefore, Resolved, that the city commissioners be, | DraGteED 


' 
| 
} 
} 


Dr. Alexander’s Letter. 
Princeton October 11, 1828. 


much (we understood Mr. J. to say) as twenty five per Understanding that you wish to have some ex- 
cent. but they evaded the law, by only setting the curb- | pression of opinion from me, relative to the expe- 


stones: and the poor man who comptied with the law | diency of establishing schools or academies, in 
in making a foot pavement in front of his own house, 


or : ee -_ ise, ) which manual labor shall be made an essential part 
could not pass in front of the adjoining lot without being | of the system of exercise and discipline, I take 
up to his ears in mud. The late councils had petitioned | pjeasure in saying, that such institutions appear to 
the legislature on the subject, but the operation of the | me, to be calculated to promote the cause of litera- 
act had not been precisely such as was desired. ture, in no small degree. 

Mr. Bladen inquired what necessity there could be The public mind is, perhaps, prejudiced against 
for passing the ees if the object was provided for all pretensions to new and easy methods of aequi- 
by the act of assembly. : ; ‘eee 

rhe President replied that it was customary to pass ao ene: me e a se reject 
resolutions directing the city commissioners to carry ito ces it * aie : ‘But it ae in gg et 
elle »¢ P acse € : . & i 

eS a Sak that according to this plan, no innovation, what- 

On motion of Mr. Walinsley, a committee of two was | ever, upon the common course of classical education 
appointed to examine the minutes of the late council, | }S contemplated, lhe only novelty in the mstitu- 
and report on its unfinished business. tion is, that agricultural or mechanical labor is made 

Lydia 2. Bailey was re-clected printer to the common | the duty of every pupil, for a few hours in each day. 
council. Phil. Gaz. And this is only a provision for carrying into effect 
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what all acknowledge to be vitally important in se- 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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new varieties from seed and I have not the least doubt but 


minaries of learning, namely, that the body should | what I shall soon have seedling vines surpassing the most 


be exercised, every day, as well as the mind. 
importance of a good system of exercise for stu- 
dents, has been so deeply felt of late years, that an 
artificial system of gymnastic exercises has been in- 
troduced into many institutions of learning, and has 
been productive of excellent effects on the health of 
students. But why resort to Jaborious exercises 
which require considerable expense and are pro- 
ductive of no profit, when the same labor or exer- 
cise may be so directed as to accomplish several 
important ends, besides the promotion of health? 
If two, three or four hours ought to be spent in 
healthful exercise, why not employ those hours, 


daily, in the pleasant occupations of horticulture, | 


agriculture, or mechanics? In those occupations, 
there is much less danger of hurtful accidents than 
in gymnastic or in the common sports of boys. And 
it can be no matter of doubt to any one, that thela- 
bors of the field and of the garden are as salubrious 
as any other mode of exercise. And certainly, if 
only so much of the students’ time be appropriated 
tothese labours, as bodily health requires, they 
cannot be considered as interfering with their liter- 
ary'progress. “They will, in fact, make much bet 
ter progress than if they should ag to devote 
the whole of their time tostudy. Besides, the 
knowledge of the operations of agriculture and the 
mechanic arts which would necessarily be acqui- 
red in sucha course, would be no contemptible part 
of a good education. Thereare few men, residing 
in the country, who do not need practical knowl- 
edge of the method of cultivating a farm and a gar- 
den. And as itis desirable tohave educated en- 
lightened farmers, who may be competent to act as 
magistrates, legislators, or arbitrators; the plan of 
uniting a knowledge of farming with a liberal edu- 
cation, is better adapted to the mass of the Amer- 
ican population, than any other. 

But that which chiefly recommends this kind of 
seminary is; that under good management, it will 
tender education socheap, that every independent 
farmer will easily have it in his power to give his 
sons a liberal education. By experiment it has been 
ascertained, that an amount of labor not more than 
is necessary for wholesome exercise, wil be suffi- 
cient to pay for the boarding of a pupil who is over 
15 years of age. This scheme will also obviate the 
objection which many worthy people make to send- 
ing their sons toclassical schools; namely, that they 
ate thereby rendered idle and become ever after- 
wards averse to labor. And such a course of life 
as unites attention to agriculture with learning is 
obviously more favourable to sound moral habits, 
than the situation in which young men are com- 
monly placed at our academies and colleges. Thus, 
sir, I have briefly stated the reasons which induce 
me to be a warm friend to such an institution as you 
have been endeavouring to establish; and to show 
that these thoughts are not mere theory, I would 
state, that it is my purpose, as soon as I find such 
an institution founded in a convenient situation, to 
send one of my own sons, in preference to sending 
him to any other school. 

A. ALEXANDER. 
To the Rev. J. Monteith. 


CULTURE OF THE GRAPE, &c. 


Extract to the Editor of the American Farmer, dated 
Cotvmuia, (Pa.) Oct. 13th, 1828. 
I am endeavouring to concentrate all the choice varie- 
ties of grape vines, both native and foreign, and raising 


The | 
| from seed which in my opinion, as table grapes, rival 


| I hope may not prove altogether unacceptable. 


j 


| lief (though contrary to the general opinion) is that the 


| foreign grapes are mostly injured by the great heat in 


delicious foreign grapes; I have now one or two varieties 


many foreigners, and as to their quality of withstanding 
uninjured our winter frosts and summer heats, they have 
no equal from France or Germany. As the cultivation 
of the vine is beginning to attract considerable attention 
I will contribute a few observations on the subject which 
My be- 


| summer: from the cold we can protect them by cover- 
| ing during the continuance of cold weather, but for the 
| heat we have no remedy, unless, probably, by planting 
| them on a north or western exposure, though I know 
not of the experiment having been tried, but frem ob- 
serving in what way mature has planted them I believe 
it would succeed. All the foreign grapes that I have 
had an opportunity of examining, on east and south ex- 
posures, are annually destroyed by mildew which I be- 
lieve is occasioned by the sun shining on them whilst 
they are wet from dew, whereas ona north or west situ- 
ation they are seldom, if ever, affected by it. From all 
the observations I haye been able to make on uncultiva- 
| ted nature, | have never yet seen a wild vine fully expo- 
sed to the influence of a meridian sun, on an elevated 
| southern exposure, but what had its fruit annually dried 
_and burnt up before it came to maturity, while those 
| vines that are fruitful are usually in low wet places, or on 
the north or west sides of hills shel/ered from the scorch- 
ing rays of the sun by the shade of trees, or their own 
close and thick foliage. Now, to arrive at perfection in 
almost any pursuit, it is generally agreed, to copy after 
nature is our surest guide; why then, do we pursue # 
directly opposite course in the cultivation of the vine? 








COINCIDENCES. 


The new Constitution of the United 
States, was made and proposed by 

Ratified in Pennsylvania by delegates 
from 


I2 states. 


12 counties. 


Proclaime«l at Philadelphia at 12 o’clock 
on the 12th day 

of the 12th month. 
in the 12th year 


of American independence. Amer. Museum. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


Circuit Court, U. S.—Joseph Hopkinson, Esq. hav- 
ing been sworn in on Monday morning, Odtober 27, 
by Judge Washington, took his seat on the bench of the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the eastern district 
of Pennsylvania, as associate judge of said court, in 
room of Richard Peters, Esq. deceased. After the oath 
of office was administered, Mr. Rawle, as senior mem- 
ber of the bar, rose and expressed the gratification of 
himself and his professional brethren at the appointment, 
and their confidence in the abilities and integrity of the 
gentleman selected for this important station. ‘To this 
address Judge Hopkinson returned an impressive and 
appropriate reply. 


New Post Office.—-The post office at Berrysburg, Dau. 
phin county, has been re-established, and Jacob Bowman’ 
Esq. appointed postmaster. 
eel eee 

Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged 
des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the Editor’s residence, in North 12th st. 3d door south 
of Cherry st. subscriptions will be thankfully received. 
Price five dollars per annum payable in six months after 
the commencement of publication--and annually, there- 
after, by subscribers resident in or near the city, or where 
there isan agent. Other subser:bers pay in advance. 


